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Or a Treatiſe conce jag: 
Neceſjity and Efficacy of 


PRAYER. 


Wherein divers weighty Queſtions 
and Caſes of Conſcience about rraying in 
Faith, are ſtated and reſolved. 


For the comforting and ſatisfying of 
weak and ſcrupulous Conſciences : The Con- 
viction of formal Hypocrites, and awaken- 
ing of all Saints, both weak and ftrong, great 
and {mall, to this great duty of Prayer. _ 

By Thomas Taylor formerly at Edmunds 

Bury, now Paſtor to a Congrega- 


tion in C 4mbridge. : 
John 16. 24+ Ak, and ye ball recetve, that Tur 
_Joy may be full. | 


LONDON, Printed for Nth. Crouch at the | 
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FORE 


READER 


Hoever thou art that takeſt 

this Book into thy hand, 
know, that asto thy Spiritual State, 
thou art either a Sinner, or a Saint; 4 
Belicver, or an Unbelieyer ; in Chriſt, 
or out of Chriſt; for betwixrt theſe 
there is no Mediam, or middle ſtatay 
70h. 3, 36. 1 Joh. 5. 12. 

Now 1f thou beeſt a finner, an un- 
believing Chriſtleſs Soul, 

Then here is the root of all thy 
ſpiritual miſery ( which 1s great be- 
yond expreſſion )) and the bar,, that 
keeps out all ſpiritual good and mercy 
from thy Soul, that thou art at a di- 
ſtance, and eſtranged from communi- 
on, the ſweet, and Soul-enriching, 
Soul-ſanftifying, Soul-ſaving, and 
Soul-ſatisfying Communion of Jeſus 
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'T, the Reader. 


Chriſt, Foh. 17. 3. which is the Life 
of Grace, the Lif of Glory, the Life | 
of God! Fpheſ. 4. 18. Alienated from 
the Life of God. 7 
And this is thy Hell upon Earth, 
though thou knoweſt it not; that | 
thou art without God, and without | 
Chriſt in the World, Fph. 2. 12. 7z. e. 
without true Spiritual enjoyment of | 
God, and Jeſus Chriſt, through want | 
of the life and exerciſe of Faith in thy * 
Soul, and through a ſinful neglect, or | 
a miſ-performance, as of all other ho- 
Iy duties, fo eſpecially of this great | 
duty of Prayer ; in the conſtant and 
right performance whereof, ſuch 
ſweet and bleſſed communion with 
God may be enjoyed ; as Galeatius 
Caracciolus, that famous 1ralian Cons- | 
vert ( having taſted the ſweetneſs | 
thereof in his own Soul, and having | 
forſaken all that was dear to him inthe | 
World upon that account ) was wont 
to ſay ; That he was not worthy the | 
name of a Chriſttan, that did not prize | 
one moments Communion with God be- 
 forea thouſand Worlds! Now | 
| 
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To the Reader. 


Now Reader, know, that if thou 
beeſt ſuch a one as art yet a ſirzniger 
to Communion with God ; it 1s one 
defign of this following Treatiſe, to 
lead thee unto the Father, by the Son, 
and to inſtru@& theeinto this great du- 
ty and myſtery of Praying in Faith, 
which ifthe Lord ſhall give thee right- 
ly to underſtand, and wiſely to 1im- 
prove, will open ſuch a door for ef- 
cape out of thy Spiritual miſery, and 
for tlie letting in of all Spiritual mer- 
cies and bleſſings into thy Soul, as 
may make thee happy to all Eterni- 
ty. 
If thou beeſt a- Saint, a Believer; a 
Soul in Chriſt, then to injoy- commus 
nion with him is thy life, thy glory, 
thy joy, thy crown, thy heaven up= 


on earth, Pſal. 37.25. Cant. 1.2, Pf. 


63. I, 2, 3, 5. nothing ſo ſweet, no- 


' thing ſo precious, nothing, ſo defirea- 


ble to thy- Soul, as communion and 
fellowſhip with the Father and his Son 
Jeſus Chriſt, through the Spirit, and 
in the conſtant and right uſe and per- 
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To the Reader. 


formance of theſe Heavenly Ordi- | 
nances, and Holy Duties, which are, | 
the ſweet walks of Jeſus Chriſt, Rev. 
I. 12. Wherein he delights to commu- 
nicate himſelf to the Souls of his peo- | 
ple; And thoſe Spiritual Galleries, 
Can. 7. 5.in which theKing is held and 
retained by his beloved Spouſe, Cant. 
4. 9. in moſt ſweet embraces, Cant. 
2. 4. and Soui-endearing converſes, to | 
raviſhing of the Hearts of each other. | 
Amongſt which Spiritual Walks and * 
Galleries, there is none in which Je- 
ſus Chriſt doth more delight, and a- 
bundantly communicate himſelf to | 
the Souls of his pzople, than in this | 
reat ordinance of prayer, which is 
therefore called his delight. Prov, 
Ig. 8. | | 
Now tis alſo the deſign and ſcope 
of this Treatiſe, to further thy Souls || 
communion with Jeſus Chriſt in 
this Ordinance of Prayer, by ſhew- 
ing thee 


1, The Neceſlity. 
2. The 


Tothe Reader: 
2. The Efficacy of Faith in Pray= 


cr, 


Reſolving divers Scruples, and Ca- 
ſes of Conſcience about it: | 
Awakening and itirring up thy Soul 
to it, teaching thee to be Spiritual 
and Heavenly in it, and revealing 
unto thee the. great and glorious 
thingy that may be done and obtained. 
It, 
” Therefore whether thou beeſt Sin« 
ner or Saint, in Chriſt, or out of 
Cariſt, ſtrong or weak in Grace, 
read this ſmall Treatiſe; and the 
Lord give thee to underſtand what 
thou readeſt ; ſincerely to imbrace, ' 
and faithfully to praC&tice what 
thou underſtandeſt, and to reap 
the Spiritual Fruit thereof in Grace 
here, and Glory hereafter : And 
if thou Reapeſt any Fruit and Be- 
net to thy Soul by this diſcourſe, _ 
give him the Glory, who is the. 
Author of Truth, not the Inſtru- 
meat, And if thou Reapeſt no 
A 4 Fruit, 


To the Reader. 


Fruit, or beeſt made worſe by it, 
blame neither the Author, nor the 
Inſtrument, but thine own Heart as 
the caule of it. 


Tho, Ta lor, 


TO THE 


READER: 


By a Friend of the Authors. 


His enſuing treatiſe Was Pur znto 
my hand, by the worthy Author 
thereof, whoſe humility was jealous of 
the publication of this piece ; By acur- 

fory view of it, I quickly perceived the' 

Spirit of it, and preſt to the publiſhing 
of it, for the relief, quickening, and: 
conſolation of ſuch as underſtand pray-. 
ing in the Holy Ghoſt. And do there- 

fore think meet to acquaint you that the - 

Author of this treatiſe of prayer, is well 
known to be a judicious, and faithful 
Miniſter of God, and Servant of Jeſus 
Chriſt, who hath witneſſed a good con- 

feſſion, and that in bends, for the Con- 
mandments of God, and the Teſtimony 
of Jeſus. In which condition, no doubr, 
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To the Reader. 


| |. brs Soul was converſant in this Heaven- 
oy exerciſe, and was taken, ( as others 
* of his feljow ſervants, into a more in- 
timate Communion with Jeſus Chriſt, 
whoſe breathings and cries, with others 
| of his brethren, are gone up into the 
Fears of the Lord of Hoſts, Plal. g7. 11. 
The Accuſer of the Breihren hath 
| great wrath againſt the Spirit of Pray- 
' er, inthis Hour, and hath blaſphemed 
zt at the higheſt rate that ever was heard 
of in any generation, being greatly ' tor- 
mented thereat, crying out, Oh, Away 
with this praying in the Spirit, Won- 
derful zt is, that men pretending Chri- 
Rianity, and to have read ihe Holy 
Scriptures, ſhould decry praying in the 
Sprrzt, C which is perfedly oppoſed to 
'. Ninted forms ) but thas the way of the 
, Spirit in the Hearts of the called of 
God, is fooliſhneſs even to the wiſe and 
earned that know it not. 
The Author of this Bn k, as a good 
witneſs of Feſus ( briſt, hath givenout a 
holy and experimental Tejt imony to this 
Spirit of Prayer, and hath _ 
| The 
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To the Reader, 
the abomination of Hypeeritical pray - | 
ing, in the vain repetitions aud faying - * 
long prayers for a pretence, Mar. 6. 79. 
and 27.14." to juſtleout the Spirit of | 
Prayer, promiſed to all Miniſters ſent ' 
by Jeſus Chriſt, and all Saints, eſpect- - 
ally in the New Teſtament days. If * 
this therefore come into the hands of | 
any prayerleſs Souls, know thouart yet © 
without the Spirit, and ſoart none of - 
Jeſus Chriſts, Rum. 8. 9g. Where-ever - 
the Spirit of Grace zs, 7 3s a Spirit of * 
Prayer, Zach. 12, 10. Doft thou feel - 
the guilt of fin, the want of pardon, .. 
peace, | reg holineſs, thou wouldſt © 
not need the words of others to helpthee - 
in praying, but thou wouldſt know what 
zt ts for rhe Spirit to help (7he proper - 
and only help in prayer ) tby infirmi- -' 
ties, aud couldſt be no more op on; F 
with dry and empty forms, than a 
gry man with Air, 

If thou art a weak doubting Soul, and? 
complained(t of an unbelieving heart, . 
( which # a good ſymptome ) here zhou-' 
mayeſt meet with plain and ſpiritual re--- 

folves:: + 
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F- tothe Reader, 
| ſolvesto thy doubts, about the accep- 
| tance of thy Prayer, and the Jooking 
| for anſwers thereof, and what Faith 
thou art to exerciſe on promiſes in- or« 
fr thereunto, 
Tea all Saints may be further inſtru- 
| fled in the efficacy and prevalency of 
' Prayer, and to be encouraged that the 
Lord will not caſt off a praying Genera- 
| Zion that cry day and night unto him. 
' The Lord haſten to pour forth the Spi- 
Tit of Light and Prayer upon hu people, 
'_ and upon the world, as the beſt ſign of 
- bis own approaching to judge the Earth. 
' Jn the waiting for which, let all that 
bave received the firſt fruits thereof be 
found at this day; To which expetlati- 
On, Reader I commend thee, and ths 
Spiritual Treatiſe to thy peruſal, and 
' #f, and thy ſelf to the bleſſing made over 
zo the Seed of Facob , that wreſtle it 
out with God, and prevail over him. 
The Saints do in a ſenſe, govern the 
 Worldwith Jeſus Chriſt already, by the 
Spirit of Prayer that i in them, mak- 
2ng imterceſſion in them according to 
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To the Reader. 
Chriſts interceſſion in Heaven, and © 
uſually we may know what God 1s about 
to do in the World by the Prayers of his 
Saints, eſpecially in this laſt age of the 
| World, when their Souls travel and are 
in pangs for Sions Redemption, and the 
Earth quake to come intothe Nations of 
the World, till all the foundations of it, 
( as laid for the intereſt of Babylog and 
Antichriſtianiſm ) are ſhaken and out of 
courſe, which the Lord will haſten in 
his time. But I muſt break off, and be- © 
\ ſpeak thy Prayers for the Author and 
my ſelf, and all the Lords afflited Mz. 


| niſters, that are mourning in corners,. 


reſting, 


Thy Servant for Jeſus ſake, 


Anthony Palmer. 


Poſtſcript. 


Poſtſcript. 


"8  Hisſmall Treatiſe, ' was written | 
ſoon afrer the year 1650. and 
the great Revolutions that were then, 
and have happened ſince, do abun- 
dantly verify many things contained .| 
therein, though the great Truths ma- 
nifeſted in this Book, were not-calcu- 
Tated for any particular time, but are 
of perpetual, as well as univerſal uſe 
and concernment. 
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Zacob wreſtling with God, and 
prevailing. | 


Matthew 21. 22. 


And all things whatſoever 3e- ſhall ask, in 
Prayer believing, Je ſhall receive. 


HIS Text is brought in as an 

; Epiphonema or Cloting ſpeech to 

the Hittory of the fruitleſs Fig- 

tree, which being curled by Je- 

ſus Chriſt for its barrenneſs, preſently 

withers, and is dried up, v. 19. to the 

great admiration of the Diſciples, v. 20. 

which action, as it was extr:ordinary and 

miraculous in its ſelf, fo in the tendency 

thereof it was of extraordinary ule to the 

Diſciples, and did carry along with it a 
double inſtruction. 

Firſt, To beware of an out-(ide formal 
Protefſion, without ſpiritual fruit, and a 
ſuitable Conyerſation, Which is alway 
attended - 


Hh The: Neceſſity of 


| attended with-the wrath and diſpleaſure. 


of God, and: is nigh unto curſing , 
Heb. 6.8. 
_ » Secondly, To teach the great Efficacy 
and Power of Faith, and what great 
things may. be done thereby, either ex- 
traordinary, according to that difpenſa- 
_ tion of working Miracles, which was 
bur for the time Po, and peculiar to 
ſome, ver/e 21. for all had not this gift, 
nor Faith of Miracles,. 1 Cor. 12. 29, 30, 
2. Or elſe ordinary, according to the 
 * gift and force of Prayer, which is per- 
| petual and common to all the Saints, by 
| which they have a conſtant and joynt ac- 
ceſs to.the Throne of Grace in all cauſes 
xwhatſoever, and may accordingly prevail 
with God, provided they pray in Faith, 
as in the Text. And all: things whatſg. 
ever, &c, . | 
In this Text of Scripture there are two 
things principally taught and commend- 
ed to our conſideration, 


. I. . The Neceſhty "a 
| | 2. The Efficacy Lot Faith in Prayer. 


The firſt, viz. The Neceſſity of Faith 
in Prayer, is gathered from the word 
L Believing ] which is brought ip as. { c Y 

| cifical 


| 


full and' perfett Aſſurance, which admits of 


Faith in Prayer. 2 
oifical and qualifying adjun&t, or neceſſary 
ingredient to all: our prayers. And all 


| things whatſoever ye ſhall 5k, mm prayer be- 


lieving, ye ſhall recezve. 

The Neceſſity of Faith in Prayer, -is 
alſo gathered from other Texts of Scrip- 
ture, as Heb. 11. 6. But without Faith it ws 
impoſſible to pleaſe God; for he that cometh 
to God muſt believe, &c. And again,Fam I. 
5, 6. If any of you lack wiſdom, let him ak 
of God, &C. But let him aik in Faith, And 
look, as the Body without the Soul is 
dead and uſeleſs, and cannot perfcrm the 
aRions of a man : So alſo Prayer without 
Faith, is dead and unprofitable, Zames I. 
6,7, 8. So that Faith is the Soul and Life 
of Prayer, and therefore a neceſſary in- 
gredient thereto. | | 


1 Queſtion, or Caſe of Conſcience. 


But what kind of Faith s that which is ſo 
neceſſarily and indjſpenſibly - required in all 
our Prayers to God? Is it the Faith of Aſ- 
ſurance, or the Faith of Reliance? Seeing 
James /aith, it muſt be without waver- 
ing, and in nothing doubting. Therefore 
it would ſeem that there 1s required in all our 
Prayers to God, a Faith of Aſſurauce, yea, of 


ng" 


 W | The Neceſſity of 
* mo doubting or uncertainty of the mind in thes 
, thing ackea, and that a Faith of Reljance is 
not ſufficient, ſeeing that is always attended 
with ſome doubting, as in Eſther, [_If I pe+ 
riſh, I periſh; ] ſbe reed” upon God in the 
uſe of means, but yet was doubtful as to the 
ſucceſs and event thereof, Now if this Faith 
be not accepted; in Prayer, then the Prayers 
|. of moſt of the Children of God are mneffetFnal, 
| ſeeing moſt of them have not the Faith of 
Aſſurance 
That ſaying of the holy man Fames, 
ſhall be cleared in-its proper place. 

Anfſw, . But in anſwer to the Queſtion, 
1t-is affirmed , That although ic'be the 
duty of all Chriſtians to preſs after the 


Faith.of Aſſurance, as that which tend- 


eth exceedingly to their .comfort- and in- 
ward joy; yet where there is a Faith of 
Reliance,z. e. the heart-.doth "inwardly 
reſt upon God's Alſuffticiency, Mercy, 
Faichfalneſs, Truth, &c. yet:with doubt- 
ing and uncertainty of the mind, whether 
the thing ſhall. be done which is asked of 


God in Prayer ; the Prayer is accepted of 


God, and thall certainly; have'a gracious 
return in due time. 

But that we-may be the more clear 
and diſtin& in our handling this Pont, 
to the ſatisfaction and comfort -of weak 


Faith in Prayer. "7 5 
and ſcrupulous Conſciences ; we ſhall 


firſt give a brief deſcription of theſetwo 
kinds of Faith, in their diſtin and diffe- 


| rent Natures 3 that ſo the perſon who is 
ſcrupulous may the better judge of his - 


Faith, of what kind it is: And then'we ! 
ſhall by Scripture and Experience make 

good our Aflertion, viz. that a Faith of 
Reliance is accepted of God in Prayer, 
where the Faith of Aſſurance is wanting. . 


Faith of Aſſurance deſcribed, 


The Faith of Aflurance therefore 1s '' 
a full Perſuaſion and certain Affurance 
of the mind of a Believer, of the thing 
asked or hoped for, grounded upan the 
clear and infallible Teſtimony -of the *. 
Word and Spirit of God in their joynt 
witneſs, Heb. 10. 22,1 John 5. 13,1415: 
1 fohn 5.6. Rom. 8. 16, 


Faith of Reliance deſcribed. 


The Faith of Reliance is the inward 
reſting of the heart upon God, his Name. . 
and Attributes, viz. his Power, Wiſdom, 
Mercy, Faithfulnefs, Truth, &c. for the 
performance of his Word and Promiſe 
1n general, without any certainty or Aſſu- 
rance 


—_—}- 


6 The Neceſſity of 


- Trance of the mind, with application 
thereof to-its ſelf in ſpecial, wanting the 
particular Witneſs and Teſtimony of the 


Spirit in the caſe, which always is pre- 


{ent in the PFaich of Afurance, but al- 
ways abſent and wanting in this Faith of 
Reliance, Pſal.. 37. 7. Jonah 3. 8, g. 
Eſther 4. 16. Job 13. 15. Dan, 3.17, 18. 
Of this kind was the Faith of the Le- 
\- per, Matth: 8. 2. { Lord, if thou wilt thou 
thou canſt make me clean ] There was a 
Reliance upon the Power of Chriſt to do 
. the thing asked, but a doubtfulneſs or 
uncertainty of the. mind as touching the 
application of that ability and healin 
Power to himſelf in particalar,. An 
therefore he puts it with an if ; [ Zord, 
if thow wile ] ſpeaking of his particular 
and ſecret will-in the caſe propounded 
which , was not yet made known, and 
therefore he might without fin doubt of 
it : Batas to his general will.and infinite 
readineſF to heal the Sick, cleanſe the Le- 
pers, &c. which was abundantly revealed 
and made known both by Scripture and 
Experience, he could not have doubted 
thereof, without great ſin; and ſo would 
conſequently have been reproved for it. 
Thus having deſcribed theſe two 


kinds of Faith, in their diſtin and _ 
ren 


| 
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rent Natures, whereby every one that 
[|- cometh unto God by Prayer, may be 
| able to judge of himſelf, and know what 
kind of Faith it is, that he comes. with- 
all. We {hall proceed to make good the 
Aſlertion; viz. ' | 


Aﬀſler. That a Faith of Reliance 1s ac- 
cepted with God in Prayer, where a Faith 
of Aſſurance is wanting, Proved, 


1. By Scripture, 2 Cor. 8. 12. 7t is ac- 

. Cepted according to what a man hath, and 
not according to what he hath not, The 
general equity and force of which Rule 
reacheth not only unto the caſe of Alms 3 

| to which the Apoſtle doth there apply it, 
but alſo unto all other caſes wherein we 
bave to do- with God, and - particularly 
unto this cale of Prayer, for otherwiſe 

God ſhould feem to bea hard Maſter, 

* reaping where he hath not. ſown, and ga- 

| thering wherehe hath not ſtrowed, and 

{ expecting to receive, where he hath not . 
_ firſt given, which cannot at any time, nor 
1n any caſe be juſtly ſaid of him, who is 
infinite in mercy, and with whom there 
1s no unrighteouſnels all whoſe com- 

- Wands are _ equal and reaſonable. ' And 
who receiyeth not from his creature, 


but 


- 


: - , To _ : - + ater 
PRIDE, Ew - ww >, at 


E - * 2. 
. 2 _—_ 2 
ha ; hr I 

Va —_— 


I: | The Neceſſity of 


but - according to the gift of. his own 
grace which he hath firſt beſtowed, . Rom... 


I1.35-[or who hath firſt given to him?]Now 
' foraſmuch as Faith is not of ' our {elves, 
but. is in an eſpecial manner the gift of 
God; who worketh all things after the 
counſel of his own will, and planteth in 


the hearts of his: People different kinds -|- 


and meaſures of grace, according to his 
own good pleaſure, and the uſe he in- 
tends to make of them: It remains, that 
where the Lord hath 'wrought a 
Faith of Reliance in the hearts of his 


people, to whom he hath not given the 


Faith of Aſſurance; And they come to 
himin Prayer, and in theule of all holy 
means which he hath appointed for the 


good of their ſouls, with ſuch a Faith as , 
himſelf hach wrought in them; he doth - 
graciouſly accept them according to what | 
- they have, ana not according to what , 


they.have nor. 

2. By Experience; and this alſo is 
manifeſt by the common and conſtant 
experience of the Saints, ,who when they 
have ſo come to God in Prayer, with a 
Faith of Adherence, where Aflurance 
hath been wanting, have been graciouſly 
accepted of the Lord; and received a 


gracious anſyer of ſuch Prayers. 
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1. Inftance. As in the cafe of the Le- 


| per above-mentioned, Mar. 8. 2, 3. 


who when he came to Chriſt in Prayer, 
only in a Faith of Reliance upon. his 
power to help, when as he had no aſlu- 
rance of his particular will and purpoſe as 
to himſelf, and therefore puts an if upon 


that 3. [ Lord if thou wilt thou canſt .maks 
| me clean ] was graciouſly accepted of the 


Lord, and obtained a ſpeedy and full an- 
{wer of that prayer, in the very thing he 
asked, verſe 3. [ And Feſus put forth his - 
hand, and touched him, ſaying, ( 1 will ) 
be thou clean, and immediately his Leproſie 
was cleanſed. 

2. Inſtance. And ſo likewiſe in the 
caſe of the Woman of Canaan, Mat. 15. 
22, 29. Who came to Chriſt 1n Prayer on 
the behalf ofher afflicted daughter, v. 22. 
Saying, Have mercy 0n me, O Lord, thou 
Son of David, my Daughter 1s grievouſly 
vexed with a Devil, Now here was 
wrought in this Woman { though a Ca- 
2aanite, a ſtranger, an alien from the 
Common-wealth of !/rael) a mighty Faith 
of Reliance, by which ſhe did marve- 
loufly cling to Jeſus the Son of Vewid, 
relying 'upon his mercy, and power, to 
help her, though ſhe had no certain affu- 
range, that ſhe ſhould have her petition 

| | ' granteds. 
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granted 3 but many diſconraging paſli- 
gesfrom Chriſt. - As, > 
- Firſt, His: ſilence to her Prayer, an- 
 fvering her nota word, v.23. | 

Secondly,. His ſeeming denial of her 
requeſt, with this reaſon againſt itz That 
he was not ſent, ſave to the loft ſheep of the 
houſe of Iſrael, verſe 24. 

Thirdly, His upbraiding her with her - 
ſtock and generation; being deſcended | 
of the curſed ſtock and generation of the 
Canaanites, in reſpe&t whereof he calls 
her a Dog, ». 26. by all whichit is moſt | 
clear, ſhe neither had, nor could have } 
any aflurance. but only ſhe exerciſeth - 
her Faith. of Reliance, notwichſtandin 
all- difficulties and diſcouragements, and | 

_ fill ſhe Prays, and Worſhips the Son of 
David, confeſſing her own vileneſs and | . 
unworthineſs, and juſtifying the Lord in 
calling her Dog, and taking advantage 
thereupon to hope -that yet there might 

be ſome crumbs of mercy for her, ». Lhe 
Truth Lord, yet the Dogs eat the crumbs 
that . fall from their Mafters Table. And 
at length with this Faith ſhe prevails, 
and hath a full anſwer of her Petition, 
with a high commendation of her Faith, 
verſe 28, Ther Teſus anſwered avd ſata ANt> | 
to her, O Woman, great ts thy Faith ! be it, 
| unto 


1 
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unto thee even as thou wilt : And her Daugh- 
ter was made whole the ſame hour. 'And 10 


much by way of anſyer to the firſt Que- = 
ſtion. : | 


2. Queſtion or Caſe of Conſcience. 


But whether is it ſufficient to have the ha- © 
bit and being of Faith in the heart when we 


' Pray ? or # the exerciſe and atting of Faith 


neceſſarily required alſo? : 
Anſw. Thar it is not ſufficient to:have 


* the habit and being of Faith in the Heart 
' when we pray, bur the exerciſe and atu- 


ality of our Faith is required in our ad- 
drefles to God by Prayer : *tis not e- 


- nough that the perſon Praying, be a Be- 


liever, but alſo thatche Prayer made be 


_ a Prayer of Faith, or a believing Prayer : 
| hence it is put in the preſent tenſe : | Be- 


lieving ] And all things whatſoever ye ſhall 
ach in Prayer | believing | not having be» 
lieved, but belieying, in the preſent 
tenſe : intimating to us, that a preſent 
exerciſe of Faith is required ; otherwiſe 
the Prayer may be anunbelieving, and ' 
ſo. by conſequence a fruitleſs Prayer, 
though the perſon be a believer; for a 
Godly man may make a Carnal Prong g-. 

| ades 
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2a believing man may make an unbelieving. 
_ Prayer. As the good man foſhna ſeems. 
- to do, Joſh. 7. 7,8, 9. The truth is, we 


are ſaid to have no more Faith than we 
at. And therefore Jeſus Chriſt reproves 
his Diſciples as faithleſs, when ' as ris 
Clear, they wanted not the habit, bur 


the exerciſe of Faith in that particular . 


caſe of caſting out the Dumb Spirit, Mark. 
-9. 19. Thoſe Prayers therefore are faith- 
leſs Prayers, in which there is not a pre- 


ſent exerciſe of Faith, though the perſon 


or perſons Praying, -be ina ſtate of Grace, 
md have the habit of Faith in their 
Hearts. | 


y 3. Queſtion or Caſe of Conſcience. 


: Tf the ' exerciſe and afluality of F aith be. 
neceſſarily required in all things whatſoever. 
we ach, of God in the name of Chriſt. then 


whether may ſuch an exerciſe of Faith be ' ac- 
repted, as is accompanied with ſone doubt- 
ing-and wavering of the mind ? or us ſuch an 
exerciſe of Faith only- current with Cod in 
Prayer, as #s clear and ſtedfaſt, without the 
leaſt doubt or wavering ? | 
The reaſon of this ſcruple or queſtion 
is, tbat ſaying of the holy man Fares, ir 
js 


& 
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z his Cha.1; 6,7. But let him ach in Faith, no» 
| thing wavering 3 for he that wavereth is like 
'| a wave of the Sea - driven with the wind, 
and toſſed ; for let not that man think, that 
he ſhall receive any thing of the Lord, Now 
if ſuch an exerciſe of Faich, as is attend- 
ed with ſome doubting, be not accept- 
4ed of God, and the Prayers of ſuch be 
] altogether fruicleſs and unprofitable, as. 
this Scripture ſeemeth to import, then 1s. 
the hope, comfort and experience of th 
| moſt; of Gods, Children rhereby cut 

| and denied ; And if otherwiſe, then how 
| is this ſaying of 7ames to be underſtood, 
and reconciled with other Scriptures? 

Anſ. There is a twofold doubting of 
wavering of the mind, ſpoken of in Scrip- 
ture. 

-| The one which. doth always exclude 
| and oppoſe Faith; {ſo that where ſuch 

| doubting 1s, there is not the leaſt ating 
- | or ſtirring of Faith in the Hearr. 

The' other, which doth only argue + 
weaknels of Faich, and is conſiſtent with 
the Exerciſe and actuality thereof at the 
| lame time in ſome degree. | 

1. Kind. -The aying of the holy man 
Fames above-mentioned, is tobe under= 
ſtood only of the former, viz, ſuch doubr= 

: B 2 ing 
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ing or wavering oof. the mind, as.: doth: 


oppoſe Faith, and is excluſive coits ax; 
is clear by . the antitheſis or oppoſition: 


of Faith, and wavering, being ſet in the 
Text the one againſt the other ; for' 
faich Fawes, Let him ach in Faith 1 nd 


_ then he oppoſes thereunto this word [was] 


wering | nothing wavering, wid v Naxewo®©,; 
z, e, not diſputing or cavilling ; ſo that 
*tis manifeſt the Apoſtle ſpeaketh of ſuch 
2 doubting or wayering, as-arguesa nulli- 
\'ty. and privation of Faith, where. there 
1s no believing of the Promiſe and Word 
of God, but a diſputing and cavilling 
againſt it, and. an oppoſing of it. , Asin 
the caſe of thart Lord, on whoſe hand 
the King leaned, when the Prophet by 
the Word of the Lord fore-told ſo great 
- plenty to , be onthe morrow in the gate 
of Samaria; who diſputing and reaſon- 
ing againſt the Promiſe and Word . of 
God, ont of an unbelieving heart, an- 


ſwered the man of -God : Behold, zf the | 


Lord would make Windows in' Heaven, 
might this thing be ? 2 King. 7. 1, 2. This 
was ſuch a wavering as James ſpeaks of 
which argued a nullity of Faith, and 
ſtrength of unbelief in the Heart of that 
Noble man, who thus diſputed _ ar 
| Ville 


h]vitled againſt the  Promile,.: giving no. © - # 
$Þ credit ro the Word of the Lord, ſpoken - 


| 


_ 
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by the Prophet,. nor-in the leaſt acknow- 


God, for the performance thereof : 
And therefore was made a Spectacle of 
Divine Vengeance, for his diſobedience + 


{and - unbelief, being trodden to .death_ 
| the next day in the Gate, which verified 
the Word ſpoken to him by the Pro- 


phet : Thou ſhalt ſee it with thy Eyes, but 
ſhalt not eat thereof, v, 2, compared with 


V I9, 20, 

And of fuch 2 doubting as this is that 
Gying ofthe Apoſtle Pau! ro be under- 
ood, ' Rom. 14.23. And he that doubteth 


| ft damned, becauſe he eateth not of Faith 5 


for whatſoever is not of Faith ws 5 'Tis 
evident in this place the Apoſtle ſpeak- 
eth of ſuch a doubting, as argues 2 
want of Faith,and right underſtanding of 
true Chriſtian liberty, in that particular 
aRion of eating ; In which he that eateth 
without Faith, is condemned in ' his 
own Conſcience; though the thiog- it; - 
ſelf be lawful, yet to him it is ſinful. 
and unlawful , for want of Faith itt 
what he doth: Otherwiſe a man is 
not condemned in that ation. whiezh 

| B 3 he 


ledging. or relying upon the power of F, 


FF 16. The Nectſity of | 
- he doth-with' ſome doubting; where; 
in there is alſo a, real. and true exer- 


ciſe of Faith, though in a weak and} 


low degree. As Sw'n in letting down 


che Net at the command of Chriſt, Zuk] | 


| 


, "The ſecond kind of doubting or we 


vering ſpoken of in Scripture, is ſuch al 
doubting as is conſiſtent - with the pre-|- 


ſent exerciſe of Faith, and argues only 


weakneſs' of Faith, but not the want of 


itz which kind of doubting is found--in 
the true Children of God, even in their 


beſt duties oft times; the conſideration}. 
'whereof, doth alſo. much trouble and| 


afflit them. © Ger. 18. 13. Mat. 8. 26. 
Mat. 14. 31. Now this kind of doubt- 
ing, chough it is ſinful, and to be reproy- 
ed, yet being a fin of infirmity, . and 


weakneſs, not of wilful Rebellion, orl © 


Preſumption, the Lord doth in mercy 
cover and paſs it by in his people, and 
doth not therefore reject their perſons, 
or any their ſincere and faithful ſervices, 
| but doth graciouſly [accept them in his 
Son Jeſus Chriſt, notwichſtanding ſuch 


infirmities as by the following inſtances 


doth appear. 


» 


4 


1 Inftance. | 
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FA Inſtance. And thus Sarah was ac= 


|, cepted of God in the exerciſe of her 


weak Faith, when the Lord made a 
promiſe of a Son to be given her in her 


-'o!d age, though therein ſhe was not 


withour ſome doubting, as appeareth 
by comparing Ger. 18. 12,"13, 14. with 


\ Heb. 11. 1x. In the former, viz. Gam 


18. 13. She. is reproved for her doabt- 
ing : Wherefore did Sarah laugh ? Is any. 
thing too hard for the Lord ? But in the 
latter, viz. Heb.11, 11. She is com- 


. mended and approved for her Faith at 
- the ſame time, and in the {ame action's. 


Through Faith alſo Sarah her ſelf received 
ſtrength to conceive Seed, and was delivered 
of a Child when ſhe was paſt age, becauſe 
ſhe judged him faithful, who had promiſe 


' ed: So that by comparing theſe two 


Scriptures, which relate to the ſame per- 
ſon and action, it. is manifeſt, that Sarahs 
doubting through weakneſs - of Faith, 
did not hinder her ' acceptance with 
God in that action, wherein there-was 
the real exerciſe. of her Faith, though 
weak and wavering: for ſaith the Text, 


. She judged him faithful who had. promis. 
ſed, therefore ſhe did' believe the pyp- 
PE > =” mie: 
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miſe, and.relye upon the faithfulneſs 
of God. for the performance thereof, 
notwithſtanding the great doubting and 
ſtirring of unbelief in her Heart at the 
fame: time, which yet ſhe reliſted, -and 
alſo at length did overcome. Whence 


*-- theſe two things may truly be gather- 


ed. | 
. *T. That great doubting and waver- 


”. -ing: of the mind may conſiſt with the 


,-real, though weak exerciſe of Faith in 
the ſame holy action. 
-. - -2, That \uch holy actions are accepted | - 
- of. God in Chriſt, notwithſtanding ſuch 
- doubtings. ms, 


2. Inſtance, «The truth of this doth 
'alſo appear in the caſe of him who 
broughe his Child to Chriſt being poſ- 
ſefled with a Dumb Spirit. And now 
finding his caſe to be exceeding difh- 


"cult, 1n, that he had already tryed the 


Diſciples ; | and they could not caſt out 
chis Dub Spirit qut of his Son, Mark, 
9.18. he begins through unbelief to 
heſitate and doubt. concerning the pow- 
er of Chriſt alſo, and puts an WE up- 
- on the matter, ver. 22. But if | thou 
\ E6gf[t do any thing, have compaſſion on ” 
: An 
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'| 2d help: fo that here was great dOubts 
ing and ſtirring of unbelief, whicl 
Chriſt reproves, ver. 23: and replies to 
him; J/f- thou canſt believe, all things are 
poſſible to him that believeth 5. which re- 
. proof of Chriſt prevails.ſo far ppon hfm- 
to the breaking of his Heart, and hum- 
- bling of him for. his. unbelief, thac he - 
cries out with tears, from a ſenfe of- 
his fin, as well as of his Childs milery;.. 
. Lord, 1 believe, help mine unbelief.. Now. 
| here was ſome Faith mixed with great + * 
doubting and. unbelief, yet being: 
bewailed and confeſled , + the Prayer. 
of this diſtreſſed and afflicted Father; 
on. the behalf of his Child, is heard and: - 
anſwered; for the Dumb Spirit is caſt: -- 
our, and ' his Child: healed, ver. 2F.«. 
26, 27. | FR 
Oh the infinite riches, and* condes. - 
ſcention of Free Grace ! that ever ſuch: * 
a Prayer 'as this ſhould be heard-and an-= 
{wered, that puts an C if ]_ upon. the + 
pawer of Chriſt. [_./f thou canſt do any, 
thing, have compaſſion on ws. ] And yet - 
there being found ſome. Faith 1n . this-. 
Prayer ( though attended with fo great — - / 
doubting and afting of unbelief') it. is... © 
accepied and owned by the Lord Jefus. . -- 
B5 Fhe-- 


20 ; The Neceſſity of © 
The anſwer and reſolution therefore 
of the Queſtion, is, That although it 

- be the duty of che people of God, to 
 prefs after ſuch Faith in Prayer, as is 
without doubting and wavering of the 


| Mind, and all ſuch doubting and wavering 


of the mind is in it ſelf finful.and to be re- 
proved ; and by no means to be che-. 


 Tiſhed and allowed : Yet ſuch doubting . 


and wavering as doth ariſe only from 
weakneſs of Faith in the mind of a be- 
liever ('where there is alſo a real exer- 
Ciſe of Faith, though in the weakeſt |. 
and loweſt degree ) doth not, nor can 

at any time hinder the acceptance and 
efficacy -of their Prayers with God ;; but 
'their Perſons and Prayers are acceptable 
to God, through Chriſt Jeſus with a 
 Worwithſftanding to all fuch infirmiries: 
' Epbeſ.1,6, 1FPet.2.5. Fames 5-I7, 16, 


| 4- Queſtion or Caſe of Conſcience. 


If the exerciſe of Faith be neceſſarily 
vequired in all our © prayers to God, then 
whether 1s it. at all times, and in all caſes 
required, that he who cometh to God 1n 
prayer, doth abſolutely and atrerminately 


believe for the very thing that he Pra 
E 


Tn 
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eth for? or that-he Prayeth with ſubmiſ- © 
' fron-to the will of God, either to. have 
the thing that he Prayeth for.; 'or.- that 
| which the Lord may ſee to be better for him# 
The occaſion -and - ground- of this 
Queſtion, is, That ſome Chriſtians be- - 
ing earneſtly carried out in Prayera- - 
gainſt ſome particular luſt or corrup- ' 
tion, as Pride, envy, inordinate loveto - ! 
the creature, or againſt the- inward -: 
motions and luſtings of any other -fin,”... 
which they feel ſtirring in themſelves, .. 
Praying that the ſame may be remov= -- 
ed, and taken out of the way, or for--- 
any other Particular mercy which they. - 
have an earneſt deſire to obtain; At. -- 
the hands of God : Now becaulfe they -- 
find not an anſwer in the very thing-- 
asked, but the ſame luſt or corruption -- 
remainech ſtill unſubdued,  and- the - 
merc- fo greatly delired, till denied,... 
notwithſtanding all their Frayers:s - 
The uſually conclude, chat” they -Pray- -> 
ed not in Faith, and thac their prayers: 
are not at all accepted or - an{wered, 
becauſe they have not the thing asked,, . 
referring cheir caſe to that Of Fames 
4.3. Yee ask, and receive not, becauſe ye 
ask, amiſs, And not only in this wy 
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” of inbred corruption, but -alſo' in - Ma- 
ny | other. cafes, Chriſtians are. much. 


t to it, to know 'when they ask. in 


Faith, and when they ask amiſs : Ma- 


ny concluding they ask not in Faith, 


becauſe they have not the very thing. 


asked. 
Anſ. The exerciſe of our Faith in 


. Prayer, muſt be either abſolute ahd 


determinate in .the very thing asked, 


| - orconditional and [atitudinary, referring | 
_ to what may be moſt agreeable to the 
; will of God, whether ic be the very 


thing asked, or ſomething elſe, accord- 


y ing 'to the nature of the thing which 
we ask. | 


The Rule therefore - which the A- 


* poſtle -propoſeth to himſelf concerning 


Prayer, is diligently to be obſerved by 


/ every.. Chriſtian,, 1 Cor. 14. 15- 7 wit 
'. pray with the Spirits and 1 will pray with 
-  Whderſtanding alſo, It therefore concerns 
every Chriſtian to' underſtand the na- 
ture of the thing, which heasks of God 


in Prayer, otherwiſe he may ask amis. 


» "The things which we ask of God 
in Prayer, may fall under a double di- - 


ſtinion. 


.. I: In reſpect of God, 


. 
” a bed ki. fron ca 6c.Þc u A a am — 


2. In 


| 
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2." In reſpe& of our ſelves; which 
every Chriſtian.ought diligently to mark 
and conſider , that fo he may frame his 
Petitions, and | | 
in , according to the Rule of the Word; 
for Faith is guided by the Light of 


* the Word, and cannot go againſt the 


brew , nor without the Word in any 
thing. 
' I. Inreſpe&tof God. 

The things which we come to ask 
of him in Prayer, are either clearly and 
abſolutely revealed, promiſed, and fore- 
told in his Word ; or elſe ſecret, and 
not revealed, which he hath reſerved in 


his own power. 


2. In reſpe& of our ſelves. - 

The things which' we come- to: ask - 
of God in Prayer, are either abſolute- 
ly, and per fe good and neceſlary for us; 
or they are good and neceſſary for us 
only upon ſuch and ſuch variable con- 
{iderations, and ſuppoſitions, as we are 
very apt to miſtake abour. 

Now to- apply theſe general Rules tg 


our caſe and queſtion in hand: | 


x Rule. Tn things which are clearly * 
revealed; abſolutely fore:told and pro- 
miſled 


exerciſe his Faith there- - 
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miſed in the Word of God, we ought 
to 4:t our Faith abſolutely and deter- 
-,minately for the very thing we pray for, 
and not to admit the leaſt doubt or que- 


ſtion, but to maintain an holy conft- | 


dence , that ſuch- Prayers are always 
heard, though not preſently anſwered ;. 
as I John 5.14 15. And this ts the con- 
fidence that we have in him, that if me ack 
any thing according to his will, he heareth 
#5, And if we know that be heareth us , 
whatſoever we ask, we knowthar we have 
' the Petitions that we deſired of him, There 
5 no room for the leaſt doubt or ſ{cruple 
in ſuch things which we ask ac- 
cording to his willz but we are .to 
Pray with full aſlurance of Faith and 
confidence in ſuch caſes, that the very 
think we ask is granted. As for inſtance 
in ſome particulars. | 


1 Inſtance. Suppoſe I pray for the 
downfall and utter ruine of Babylon 
( that Mother of Harlots;) IT am to be- 
lieve in Prayer abſolutely and determi- 
nately ( without if or And ) that the} 
very thing which IT now ask, is grant- 
ed in Heaven, and- thall be performed 
in due time 3 becauſe God hach my | 
y 
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[ly revealed, and ab(6lutely fore-told and 
- | promiſed rhe ſame in his Word , for the 


. - og of his Chureh and People, Rev. 
-f 18, 2. 


2 Inſtance, 1f 1 ask of God in Pray 


;| er,: the deliverance of his Church and 


People out of the hands of their wicked 
- enemies, that do afflict them ; I ought 
to pray in full aſſurance of Faith, and _ 
with ſure confidence, that the'very thing 
which I ask, is done in Heaven, and 
ſhall be certainly accompliſhed -in Gods 
due time , becauſe he hath clearly re- 
'vealed , fore-told , and promiſed the 
ſame in his moſt holy. Word; Pſalm 37. 
39, 40. | 


3 Inſtance. So likewiſe , when I ask 
of God in Prayer, the ſpiritual preſer- 
vation and keeping of his Ele in a time 
of Tryal and Temptation, that not one * 
them may be ſeduced, nor the gates of 
Hell prevail. againſt them, to the over- 
throw of their, Faith. Herein I am po- 
ſitively to believe, that 1 have the ve- 
ry thing which I delire of God , be- 
cau'e he hath clearly revealed , andab- 
{0lutely promiſed the ſame in his Word, 
Mats 
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Aa. 16. 18, Mat. 18. 14. Mat, 24. 24, 


2 Tim. 2, 19. And © in all other petr- 


% 


tions for things of this nacure. 


. - The Second part of. the Rule is that 


_In-things which are nor clearly reveal- | 


ed, nor abſolutely. determined by- the 


Word of God , but left dubious, ob- | 


* {cure, and uncertain as tous, the mind 
of the Lord concerning the ſame not 
. being declared ; we are not in ſuch caſes 
to believe poſitively for the thing that 

* we ask of God, but to refer our ſelves 


to his wiſdom and choice therein, 'with. 


fubmiſſon to: his holy will. 


r Inftance. Thus the Ninevites inthat 
folemn work of Faſting and Prayer, 
' joined with Repentance, did not, nor 
could poſitively believe for the thing 
they asked of, God, viz. the averſion 
of that national wrath which did hang 


over. their head ; but came to God in - 


Prayer: with-a C may be of Faith] a 
[ peradventure ] a who can tell, if God 


. wil turn and repent, and turn awayfrom | 
his: - fierce” anger, that we periſh. not, Jo- | 
nah-3. 9. and yet were accepred of God || 


: therein, .and had their Petitions granted, 
. Vs IO, - 2, Itte 
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2 Inftance,' So Zeph. 2.3. The meek, 
| of che Earth are there .exhorted to ſeek - * 
the Lord; to ſeek meekneſs, to ſeek 
| righteouſnefs , with this motive : Tt 
'| may be ye ſhall be his in the day of the Lords 
| anger. Where the Mind and Will of 
'the Lord in the caſe is not clearly re- 
vealed and made known: There no 
more is required than a may be of Faith z 
for Faith cannot go before the Word of 


5 © - 


— — 


U 


the Lord. 


3 Inſtance. Tn this reſpe& alſo. they 
Apoſtle Peter faith to Simon Magme, ' At- 
8. 22, Repent therefore of this thy wicked-. 
neſs, and pray God; if [perhaps ] the 
thought of thine Heart may be forgiven thee. 
His in was great , his caſe very difficult 
and ſingular; the mind of the Lord not 
certainly known: Therefore the Apo- 

ſtle exhorts him to- Repent,* and t@ 
Pray; but ic muſt be only with a may 
| be, not a certainty of obtaining , with . 

a perhaps : [' if perhaps thee. thought of - 
thine Heart may be forgiven thee. ] 


2 Rule. In things which weask of God 
in Prayer, - which are abſolutely and + 
_ ſimply 


oo 
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: 1y upon the Promiſe and Word of God, 
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-fimply good and neceffary for us ; We| 
are to-believe and att our Faith poſitive- F | 


for the very thing that we pray for;-| _ 
without any doubting or wavering in| 
the caſe. - As ſuppoſe I come to. God in. 
Prayer, to ask of him ſuch a meaſure of } 
grace and wiſdom, as may inable and tit- 
me to . diſcharge my duty in my place 
and ſtation, in ſuch a manner as may be 
to his glory, and the good of his People: 
Here my duty is. to act Faich upon his 
Word and Promiſe abſolutely, for the 
thing I ask, without the leaſt doubtin 
or wayering; for ſo I am commanded, 
FamesI, 5, 6, If any man lack wiſdom, 
let him ask_ of God, xc. But let him ask, 
in Faith,- nothing wavering, There 1s no 
room for doubring-or wavering in ſuch 
2 Cale zs this; in things of this nature. 

It -is not lawful to doubt or waver, 
though in ſome. other caſes it may be 
lawful, as hach been: already (hewed ; 
which hint may gtve:ſome furcher light 
to the right underſtanding of this Text 
of Scripture, which reacheth not unto 
all caſes, but only unto caſes of this or 
_ the like nature | | 
-A' pregnane Inſtance: in this caſe, _ 

| | ena 


Po 


e.| that :of +Solomon, 1'Kings 3: 5,7, $,.9; 
' where Solomon , from 2 1{enle of .God's 
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great. goodneſs in calling him to ſo great 


-þ 2.place, and of his own great unworthi- 
neſs, and inability to manage the ſame, -. 


to. God's glory. and. his Peoples - good. 


-. Omitting other things of more private 


concernment, he makes his requeft to 
God for Wiſdom and Underſtanding, 
\utable to his place and ſtation, wv. 9. 
Give therefore thy ſervant an underſtand- 
ing Heart , to judge thy people, that 1 
may diſcern between good: and. bad; For 
who" is able to judge this th { great @ peo-; 
ple? It being a thing abſolutely good 
and neceſlary for. him, in order'to Gods 
glory , and his peoples good;. he asks © 
abſolutely and determinacely for this 
very-46ing, and no other , in exchange . 
for it; and how acceptable and well 
pleaſing, this requeſt of Solomon was it 
the ſight of the Lord. is ſufficient'y de+ 
Clared in the ſtory, v. 10,11, 12,13. 


The laſt part of the. ſecond Rule, is, 
that in things which are not abſolutely 
and- per /e good and neceflary for us , but 
may be good or bad for us upon ſuch 


. Variable conſiderations, which are! beſt 


known, 
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for us. 


Neither are we raſhly to conclude , 


that, we have asked amiſs, and our Pray- 
ers are -not heaxd,' becauſe we have not 
the very thing we deſire; forafmuch as 


” in all- ach caſes there is an exerciſe of - 


Faith, in ſubmitting fucly deſires of ours 
© no the. will of God, 


Either Expreſſed or Underſtood- 


”- © I, Expreſſed: As in that Petition” of - 


|. our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Afar. 26, 39. 


©.O my: Father, if it be poſſible let | this , 
Cup paſs from me; nevertheleſs, not as1 


will, but as thouwiltz which exerciſe 
- "of his Faith, in ſubmitting to his Fa- 


” thers will, is yet more vigorous, v: 42. 


.. amd Heb.5.7. *Tis ſaid” he was beard, 
" #n. that be feared 3 for, though he was 
not heard in the very thing asked, 
- - viz, that'the Cup might paſs from him 3 
yet he was' heard in that , Gs 
- he 


known to. God, and about which we 
are very apt to miſtake; Inall ſuch caſes * 
we are not-to believe for the very thing 
- Which ie ask, bur by Faith to relye_ 
, upon; and refer our ſelves to the wiſ- 

 dom-of God, for that which he ſeerh beſt | 


_ AT. 0 ms 
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7 will. | 


2. 1mplicite or underſtood, as in that pe- 


| - tition .of | Paul, when he Prayed againſt 

the. thorn'in the fleſh that it might 
"| depart from him, 2 Cor, 12. 8: In 
| which petition queſtionleſs. he. did 
exerciſe his Faith, and believed, though 


not/ poſitively, that he ſhould have the 
very thing he asked ; yer  that- he 
ſhould have eicher that 


ſhould ſee to be better for him. viz, a 
ſufficiency of grace to reſiſt and wich- 
ſtand it, In which reſpect his petition 
was granted, ver/. 9. And he ſaid unto 
me, My grace uw ſufficient for | thee ? 
which was much better for him at' 
that time, than that it ſhould have de- 
parted from him; for he ſtood in great 
need, af ſuch an exerciſe at that. time. 


And the thorn in tus: fleſh, though it 


was ſharp and grievous . to him, was 
of ſpecial uſe and benefit to him, to 
keep him humble, and to prevent Spi- 


\ Titual Pride, and ſelf exaltation+ after | 


his abundance of Revelations, and 


high enjoyments , verſ. 73 And Jeſt I 
| ſhould ' 


0 et thing, vie. 
| the taking away thethorn in his fleth, or - 
elſe that; which the Lord at that tyme 


4.2 


# he ſubmitted himſelf to his Fathers 


ne; 


Ls 
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the abundance of Revelations, there* was 
given ro me a thorn "in the fleſhy the 
Meſſenger of Satan to buffet me, leſt I ſhould 
be exlred above meaſure. HERE Gt. 

"Hence we may obſerve'and learn; 


"0 


' w 5 ey FR A hg og fe © 


that the Eord knoweth'how 'to make 


uſe of the Saints inbred © corruptions, 
and Satans ' temptations, for their [good 
and benefit: And - therefore when we 
Pray againſt the motions 2nd ftirrings 
'of inward corruption', and Satans temp-" 
trarwns, that they may be' taken 'from 
us3 It ought to be with this proviſo and. 
condition expreſſed or implied , if the 
Lord feeth the ſame ro be good for us, 
otherwiſe to have ſuch 'a ſuthciency of 
his Grace, as may inable us to refiſt and. 
withſtand them: for though the pre- 
' ſence of fych things be as a thorn.in our 
Heh, 's! e, very grievous and trouble- 
ſome to us ;. yet thereby many rimes 
a greater evil is prevented, viz. ſpj- 
ritual -pride;” ſelf-confidence ,. ſelf-con- 
ceitedneſs, &c. And though tuch mo- 
tions of inbred corruption: and tempta- . 
tions of Satan are finfu : Yer. where 
they arereliſted and withitood by Faith, 
rayer,, Watchtfulneſs,&r. they arenot 
| imputed; 


LS 
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ſhould be exalted above | meaſure; through | 
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imputed ; as the Apoſtle Pail teacheth , 


| Roz. 7, 17. Now therefore it 1s m0 more 


I that do it ,, but ſin that dwelleth- 1n me. 
Yea ſuch: motions and ſtirrings of the 
fleſh , and buffetings of Satan , are oft- | 
times given to the Children of God in 


| great mercy to prevent a greater evil, 


as the Apoſtle ſaith, v. 7: There was given 

me a Thorn inthe Pleſh. _— 
So that in ſuch caſes Chriſtians way 

not conclude that their Prayers - againſt 


| ſuch motions and teinprations , are not 


heard, or that, they have not Prayed in 


| Faith . becauſe they are not preſently re- 


moved -and taken away ; for ' there is 
an exerciſe and work of Faith, in ſub- 
mitting ſuch deſires unto the Wiſdom 
and Will of God, andan anſwer is given 
to ſuch Prayers, thouzh not in the very 
thing deſired, yet in that which the Lord 


knoweth to be better for them; as in 
this caſe of Paul 1s moſt clear; he Prays, 


.and he Prays earneſtly, and- importu- 


nately , That the Thorn in ' his Fleſh, 
the Meſſenger of Satan, might depart 
from him, ver. 8. For this thing | beſonght 
the Lord thrice, that it might depart from 
me, And he hath his Prayer anfwered 


' not in the thing deſired , but in that 


winch 


33.4 
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which was better for him at preſent. 
v. 9. My Grace is ſufficient # Che, 


The Thorn in his Fleſh , che buffering 


of Satan remaineth, notwithſtanding 
all his Prayers againſt it : and yet his 
Prayer 1s heard and anſwered, in that 


he hath a ſufficient meaſure of Grace and 


Strength from Chriſt to refiſt and with- 
ſtand it. 

So likewiſe in that caſe of 1/ac! in 
the wilderneſs, where being ſtung by 
the fiery flying Serpents, the ſting where 
of was deadly, and by which many died, 
they come to es with this requeſt, 
Numb. 27. 7. Pray unto the Lord, that 
| be take away the Serpents from ws, And 
Moſes prayed for the people: And, 
though he was not heard in the very thing 
asked, viz. That the Serpenrs ſhould be 
taken away; which queſtionleſs they 
thought to be beſt for them ; yet was 


that Prayer anſwered in the lifting up| 


of the Brazen Serpent 53 which upon 
other conliderations the Lord ſaw to be 
better for them at that time. So ver. 8, 
And the Lord ſaid unto Moſes, Make thee 
a fiery Serpent , and ſet it upon a pole, and 
it ſhall come to paſs , that every one that is 


| 


bitten, when he looketh upon it ſhall live. 


Wherein | 


f 


| 


| which always ought tro accompany 


| 
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Wherein was exhibited a moſt livel 
Type of Chriſt , and of that hone. 
ing virtue which the Children of 
God do receive from him by Faith , 
againſt the deadly ſting of fin. The 
ſting whereof would be. deadly. unto 
them, as well as unto others, were 
they not healed by looking unto Je- 
ſus Chriſt, who' was lift up for that 
very end, Fohn 3. 14, 15. And where- 
2s many of the dear Children of God , 
when they feel this ſting in their 
Conſciences, do pray earneſtly and 


| importunately to have theſe Serpents 


of their own inbred. corruptions , and 
Satans Temptations taken away, that 
they might never more be ſtung and 
hurt by them ( who though they do 
well to expreſs their zeal, hatred, and 
holy indignation againſt fin, which 
roars is well pleaſing in the 
gt of God ) yet in Praying fo po- 
fitively and abſojutely to have theſe 
removed, they do not pray with 
that underſtanding and knowledge they 
ought, neither do they therein pray 
according to the will of God , other- 
wiſe than by an implicite ſubmiſhon , 


{uch 


30 ery 0 
ſuch petitions : But have ſuch Prayers 
anſwered in the remedy vouchſafed in 
Chriſt, which is beſt of all. Rom. 8. 24, 
35. 1 Job. 2:1,2. 1 Fobn 1. 9. | 

Having as briefly as we well could, 
paſſed through theſe various and 
weighty queſtions, or caſes of Con- 
ſcience , about the Neceſſity of Faith 
in Prayer, for the fatisfaftion and 
comfort of Gods hidden ones, whoſe 
property it 1s not to take things of 
this nature upon truſt, but conſcien- 
tiouſly ro enquire, till they be {arisfaRo- 
rily reſoived from the Word of God, 
and have proved what his good and 
acceptable Will, and their cuty is, 
in ali; things pertaining to his Wor- 
ſhip and Service; and wherein 9 
much of their Spiritual peace and 
comfort is bound up , we tha.] procee 
to give the reaſons, and thenthe apoit- 
cation of rhe Point. 


Reaſon 1. There is a receility of 
Faith in Prayer , becauſe we cannot 
otherwiſe pray to the Father 
in the Name of Chriſt; *s 
of - abſolute neceſſiry that we pray in 
we Name of Chriſt , otherwiſe our 


Prayers | 
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Prayers are neither acceptable to God» 
nor profita ble to our ſelves, the ac” 


'l ceptance and efficacy of the Saints 


Prayers with God, tura' only upon 
chis Hinge, and depend ſolely upon 
this ſnbſtratum, that they are offered 
up in the Name, and by the hand 
of Chriſt : now if they fail in this, 
they loſe all their work, which ts 
but. loſt labour 3 John 14. 13, 4. I Pet, 
2.5. Kev. 8. 3, 4. Prayers withour 
Faith, are Prayers without Fruit , be- 
cauſe they are withoue Chriſt : that 
which is Faithleſs, 1s Chriſtle(s, and 
therefore muſts needs alfo be fruitleſs, 
for in him is all our fruit found, 
Hoſ. 14.8. We cannot bear any fruit 
by any ſpiritual ſervice or facrifice 
we tender up unto Goa , but in and 
through his Son Jeſus Chritt. Now 
we cannot pray in the Name of 
| Chriſt, if we do not Pray in Faith; 
it is Faith only that taketh hold of 
the Name and: merits of Jeſus Chriſt , 
and fo brings our {ervices unto. God 
by him, Epheſ. 3. 12. To pray in the 
Name of Chriſt, is to Pray in the 
Faith of his Name; we may Pray 


. | with the Name of QClviſt 'in our 


2 mouths, 
| 


| REPS 
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mouths., and yet -not pray in his 
Name , unleſs we Pray with the Faith of 
Chriſt in or Hearts. 


| And obſerve it as a moſt certain 
and infallible Rule of interpretation; 
that where-ever we are in Scrip:ure 
commanded to do, or promiſed to re- 
ceive any thing in the Name of 
Chriſt; the meaning is, that we thould 
do and receive the tame by Faith in 
his Name, and not by the bare 


uſe .of his Name, in our mouths ; and} 


ro repole any confidence, or lay any 
ſireſs upon the bare uſe of the Name 


of Chriſt in our ' mouths, any other-| 


wiſe than we have, and exerciſe the 
Faich of his Name 'in our hearts, 1s} 
to act more like unto Conjurers, than 
Chriſtiansz more lisxe Sorcerers than} 
Saints, A&. 19. 13, 14, 15. Then certain 
of the vagabond Jews, Exorciſts, took up* 
07: them to call over them which had 
evil ſpirits, the Name of the Lord Jeſm, 
ſaying, We adjure yow by Feſus whom 
Pand preacheth, And there were ſevew 
Sons, of one Sceva a Few, and chief of | 
' the Priefls, which did ſo. And the evil 


ſpirit altſmered and ſaid, Jeſns I kyow,! 


aud. 


F 
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of and Paul 7 know, but who are ye? And 
the man in whom the evil ſpirit was, 
leapt on them, and overcame them, ©. 
It ſeems by this Scripture, that 'tis 
2: Piece of the Myſtical Doctrin of 
'Necromancy, and the Practice of ſor- 
cerers, to truſt much to the virtue 
and power of names 3 but this is no 
part of the Doctrine of Chriſtianity, 
nor the practice of true Chriſtians; 
they do not expect to prevail with 
11 God by the Name of Chriſt in their 

mouths, bur by the Faith of Chriſt in 
| their hearts; here the ſeven- Sons of 
"F Sceva 'come with the Name of: Chriſt 
in their mouths, thinking as many 
| carnal Chriſtians do, to do great mat- 
rers by the 'power of that Names 
| but wanting the Faich of Chriſt in 
. | their hearts, they prevail nothing, bur 
'| come off with ſhame and confufion of 
face, through their miſerable and un- 
| expected diſappointment, and ſo will 

all thoſe do tiat truſt to their Car- 
nal Forms, and Lyrurgies, and as they 
ſuppoſe moſt Excellent, and Abſolute 
| forms of Prayers, which they conclude 
with the Name of Chriſt, which they 
4 often, and in vain do take into their 
23 mouths, : 
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mouths, whilſt they have not the 
Faith of Chriſt in their hearts: T6 
pray with the Name of Chriſt in the 
mouth , 1s fruitleſs and vain, where 
there is not the exerciſe of the Faith of 
Chriſt in the Heart;therefore the exerciſe 
of Faith in Prayer, is of abſolute and in- 
diſpenſible neceſſity. 


Reaſon 2, Becauſe we cannot other- 
wiſe pray aright ; 'tis the /;ght of Faich 
only by which the children of God 
are guided and governed in all the 
Spiritual and Heavenly exerciſes of Re- 
ligion ; the things of the Spirit, the 
things of eternity.are unſeen cthings,things 
that are not ſeen by the eye of ſenſe, and 
natural reaſon; and the light of Faith on- 
ly, is that, by which thele things are 
ſeen and made manifeſt, Heb. 11.1, 
Faith ss the evidence of things nyt ſeen 
No inferiour light can be ſufficient to 
gvide in and about thoſe things thar are 
{uperiour to it ; the light of ſenſe being 
2n inferiour lightin man, which is com- 
mon to him with the brute. is not able 
to guide him in and about the things of 
a man, which are proper and peculiar 
ro him as a man : as to argue and dil- 

courſe, 


—_—_ 


Paith in Prayer. 41 


courſe, by fit mediums conducing to ſuch. 
20 end; to meditate upon the works of 
Creation and Providence ; to {earch out 
the natural Cauſe, and Reafon of 
things, &c. To be guided in, and about 
ſuch things he muit have, and exercife 
the-light of Reaſon. which is a ſuperiour 
light ro that of Senſe, and fitted and ſnit- 
ed by the wifdom of his Creator, and 
planted in him for ſuch an end. 


So alſo the light of natural Reaſon, 
which is an inferiour light to that of 
Faith, cannot guide a man in thoſe 
actions and things which are Spiritual, 
\ublime, and above the reach of Nature, 
depending only upon Divine Revelation. 
A man by the light of Nature cannot un- 
derſtand nor diſcern the things of the 
Spirit, I Cor. 2, 14, 


Now Prayer being a Work of the 
Spirit, and the things about which we 
converie with God in Prayer, being 
Spiritua: and Heavenly things, depend- 
ing upon. Divine Revelation, upon the 
teſtimony of the Word and Spirit of 
God, we muſt of neceffity have a ſupe- 
riour light to _ us in thoſe things, 

4. z, Ca 4 
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;. e, the light and evidence of Faith; 
which is a Heavenly gift, from the father 
of lights, to the Children of the King- 
dom, by. which only, they can converie | | 
with God, and offer up their Spiritual } 
Sacrifices and Services to him in aright | - 
manner. And as it is impoſſible for a 
man to fee, and hear, and ſmell, and 
feel, and taſte, without ſenſe, or to me- 
dicate, diſcourſe, argue and underſtand 
the natural cauſe of things, without Rea- 
* fon; ſo it 1s impoſſible for a man to 
Pray. hear-the Word, Receive the Seals of 
the Covenant,or perform any other Spirt- 
tnal dury,in a right manner withoutFaith, 
Heb. 11. 6.He therefore that Prays with- 
our Faith, Prays amiſs, and therefore re- | 
ceives nd any fruit of hisPrayers, 74.4.3. 


Obje&t. Bur may not a man that hath 
no true Faith, make ſuch a Prayer, which 
for the matter of it us very good and holy, 
and ak ſuch Petitions 4s are right and 
good, and which no.man can find fauit with ? 


Anſw. We grant he may; but yet 
ſuch an one doth ever ask amiſs ; for 
though he asketh right and good things 
in Prayer, yet the grounds upon which he 

asketh, 
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asketh, and his ends and aims, and the 
frame of his Heart in asking, are rotten 
and naught ; and therefore he ever ask- 


'eth amiſs, Fames 4. 3. Te:asce and bave 


ot, becauſe ye ask amiſ. 5 tO ſpend IT UPON 
your luſts. 


Reaſon and common light may dire& 
2 man to ask good and right things of 
God in Prayer 3 but theſe cannot help 
him to right grounds, to right ends and 
aims, and to a right frame of Heart in 
Prayer, only the 1iight of Faith which is 
infueaced by the Spirit and Word of 
Go;l can do this, Rom:8. 26, 27. To 
Pray without the real exerciſe of true 
Faith,is toPray in vain, becauſe fo toPray, 
is to Pray amils ; therefore the exerciſe 
of Faith in Prayer is of abſo;uteneceſhity. 


Reaſon 3. Becauſe otherwiſe we can- 
not Pray with acceptation ; and that'is 
the duty of every Chriſtian, and the ex- 
cellency of true grace in every duty ard 
holy action, to look unto God as its ul- 
tirate and higheſt end, to tiave 1ts AC® 
ceptation and approbation from himin 
a.il things, 2 Cor. 5.9. Hber:forewe labour, 
that whet her preſent or ab/ez*, we may be ac- 

E. cepted - 
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cepted of him. Now that is the glory of a 
duty, and that which Crowns it with 
_, ſweetneſs, efficacy, bleſſhng and 

onour, when it comes off with divine 
acceptation. 


And therefore when God the Father 
would put the greateſt honour upon his 
Son Jeſus Chriſt, and Crown his work 
with the greateſt glory, he doth ic by 
witnefling his approbation and accepta- 
tion thereof from Heaven, 4Zar. 3. 17. 
And again, Aat. 18, Jo Ties v my oclov- 
ed Son in whom 1 am wel. pleaſed, And 
where this is wanting, we may write 
upon our higheſt enjoyments and percor- 
mances [ 1chabod ] The glory us departed 
the like ſweetneſs, glory and >efled- 
neſs of a duty is loſt, where this is vzant- 
ing, Ger. 4.5. Mal. 1. 109. Now there- 
fore it mainly concerns us to look unto 
this in all our holy ſervices and ſacrifices, 
that they may come upon Gods Altar 
With acceptation ; bur this cannot be 


without Faith, we cannot pray with ac- | 


ceptation, if we do not pray in Faith, 
Heb. 11, 6. But without Faith it 1 1mpoſſ:- 
ble to pleaſehim; And again, Whatſ: ever 
not of Faith s ſim 0 that faithleſs 


att. is tens, tai, 46 


Prayers. 
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Prayers (like blind and lame- ſacrifices 
under the Law, al. 1. 8.) are both un- 


acceptable and ſinful; upon all whictr 
conſiderations it doth more than ſuffict- 


ently appear, that there is a neceſlity of. - 
Faith in Prayer. | | 


U/e 1. The opening and diſcovery of 
this great Goſpel truth, may be of uſe 
boch to Sinners and Saints, to Believers 
2nd Unbelievers, to formal hypocrites. 
and to {incere Chriſtians, whether weak 


or {trong. 


And firſt by way of Information 3 ir 


' may. ſerve to inform us of three things 


very needful and profitable for all men tg: 
knozv. 


1. How worthleſs, vile, and uſeleſs ; 
yea how ſinful and abominable the Pray- 
ers of all unbelievers, wicked perſons,. 
and formal hypocrites are. 


If the efficacy; excellency and worth: 
of Prayer dependeth upon, and is acco:C-- 
ing to the exerciſe of Faith in it; and 
Faith be the Life, Glory, and Strengtlx 
of Prayer,. as hati been already on 3; 
WHEN: 
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then how truitleſs, vile and worthleſs 
muſt. the prayers of all Unbelievers, 
wicked perſons, and formal hypocrites, 
in the World needs be 2 | 


*Tis the manner of wicked perſons, 
and formal hypocrites, whoſe Religion 
lies in a few external Services and Cere- 
monies,. to glory much in their Book- 
prayers, their {ay-prayers, their form- 
anFs which they cry up with as much 
uperititious, and blind zeal, as the Arhe- 
ans did their Goddeſs Diana, the Image 
which fell dowa from Tapiter, AF. 
9. 35. But if we conlider the perſons, 
who are the Admirers and Authors of 
{auch formal Services ; the vilible Cha- 
raters of unbelief, enmicy againſt Chriſt; 
prc phaneneſs,. ungodlinels, and hypocri- 
fie. which are lo legible in their hearts 
and lives, that he that runs may read 
them ; {( For out - of the aburdarice of the 
kearr, 12e mouth ſpeaketh:) We need no 
more t9 convince and afſlure us, that the 

e{t of {uch their {ervices are but worth- 
teſs, vaip, and unprchtable things 
which God takes no pleaſure in, and 
which themſelves can have no prefic or 
_ fruit by, - fo /4a/.k 10, Where the 
Lord 
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Lord of Hoſts fpeaking. to a generation 
of .corrupt- and ungodly Priefis and Peo- 
ple, who by. their unhatlowed and un- 
{anRtified courſes,had polluted his Name, 
and corrupted his true Worſhip, as ap- 

eareth, wver.6, 7, 8, 9. tells them -plain- 
ay ver. 10. I have no pleaſure in you, ſaith 
the Lord of Hoſts, neither will I atcept an 
offering at your hand. And again, 1/a. 
I. 13. Bring no more vain oblations; Incenſe 
s an abomination to me, the New-AMdcons, 
and Sabbaths, the calling of Aſſemblies i 
cannot away with ; it 1s imiguity, even the 
folemn meeting. Tour New AMoons, and 
your appointed Feaſts my Soul hateth, they 
are a trouble nnto ne, 1 am weary to bear 
them, and when ye ſpread forth your hands, 
I will hidc mireezes from 394 5 Tea when ye 
make many Prayers, 1 will 10: hear , Toxr 
hands are full of Blood. 


It is marveilous to conſider the admi- 
rable wiidom of the Holy Spirit of God 
in the mouth of this holy Prophet, 
n cutting afunder the very finews, and 
caſting down the very Bulwarks, and 
ſtrong Holds of the Hypocrites confi- 
cence, ripping open their hypocrifte and 
falſhood to the quick, and caſting moſt 
contempt 
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contempt and holy diſdain -upon thoſe 
things wherein they do moſt of all glory 
and boaſt themſelves: Of thoſe things 
wherein they deal moſt proudly, doth 
= Holy Spirit ſpeak moſt contemptu- 
oully. 


I. Their feſtivals, and ſelf-fan&tifed 
holy days, in the obſervation: whereof 
they place ſo much of their Religion, and 
do ſo confidently blets themſelves, how 
doth the Lord contemn with utmoſt du(- 
dain ? and caſt out even wich loathing and 
batred? v- 14.Tour New Mo9ns,and your ap- 
pointed Feafts, my Soul hateth, they are 
a trouble unto me ; | am weary to bear them. 

2. Their ſervice, - which anſwers to 
the Sacrifices of old ;- yea, their offerings 
and oblations which they bring and per- 
form with ſo much carnal devotion, and 
conteſt for with ſo much blind zeal, bow 
doth theLord reject and proteſt againit,as 
moſt hateful and diſpleating to his holi- 
nels, and a burden too heavy for him to 
bear? ver. 13, Bring no more vain oblations, 
Incenſe ts an abomination unto megthe calling 
of Aſſemblies I cannot away with ; I; 15 ini- 
quity, even the ſolemn meeting, 


Of | 
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Oh what ſhame and confufion will 
one day cover the faces of thoſe 
wicked and. ungodly hypocrites? who 
perſecute, opprels, puniſh and condemr 
the generation of the righteous, be- 
cauſe they cannot in contcience own 
or joyn with their Idolatrous Afſem- 
blies ? which becauſe of cheir number, 
they call ſolemn and publick, when as 
tae Lord himſelf doth reje&t and dil- 
own them, and calls them iniquity and 
wickedneſs; not only wicked, and us- 
juſt, or ungodly, bur wickedne(s, and 
iniquity, in the abſtra&t ; beczuſe it 1s 
iniquity under a pretence of Piety ;. 
Idolatry and falle Worihip under a 
yretence of worſhipping God ; ſpiritual 
wickednels is the greateſt wickedneſs, 
becauſe it hath in it the ſpirits of 
wickedneſs ; Simulate ſarttiras ( faith 
Auſtin ) dujlex iniquitas z & quia iniquitasy 
& guia ſimulatio, i. e. feigned ſanctity 
15 double iniquity, both becauſe iniqui- 
ty and becauſe feigned. 


The Religion of Idolaters and falſe 
worſhippers, is their worſt Piece ;. 
their prophaneneſs, ſwearing, curſing 
crunkennels, excels of riot, chambering,, 
Wantonnels, 


— 
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wantonneſs, fornication;- adultery, op- 


preffion, cruelty, with all other their 


fleſhly wickedneſs, is bad enough 3 Sour 
their Religion, viz. Idolatry, Superſti- 


tion, Will-worſhip, is wort of all, and 


therefore called emphatically,and by way 
of eminency ( 2:29: 7, e, The unclean 
thing, which the Saints of God are 
forbidden ſo much as to touch, as e- 


ver they expe&t and hope co be re-- 


ceived 2nd owned by God in thar re- 
lation of Adoption : Wherefore come ot 
from among them, and be ye ſeparate, 
faith the Lord, And touch not the un- 
clean thing, and I will receive you, and 
be a Father unto you, and ye ſhall be 
my Sons and my Daugiters, ſaith the 
Lord Almighty. Yea it 1s caltied, the 
abominable thing which the Lord aoth 
hate, Jer. 44. 4. O: do) n:t this avomin- 
able thing that 1 hate : Tntimating that 
the holy God hath a ſpecial and pe- 
culiar hatred, abominition and deteſta- 
tion thereof above all other things. 

3. Their formall prayers, which they 
make and ſay over with muncn1 12n9- 
rant devotion, with all their [#2nif- 
cant] Ceremonies attending the jaime 3 


their veltures and geſtures, as bowing, 
CIINgINS) 
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cringing, ſpreading forth hands, 8c, 
which hypocrites do fo much © magnifie 


| and applaud, in compariſon whereof they 


do not only ſlight and dif-reſpect, but 
alſo moſt deſperately, if not malicioul- 
ly reproach and blaſpheme even the 
blefled Spirit of Grace, and Supplica- 
tion : how doth the Lord reject and 
diſown them? wverſ., 15, And when ye 
ſpread forth your hands, I will hide mine 
eyes from you, Yea when ye make many 
prayers, 1 will not hear, Your hands are 
full of blood 3, *r1 22x89 (as the voice 
from Heaven told the Greciav Tyrant) 
i, e. The Sin within, will certainly frn- 
firate and make void ail the external 
ſervices and devotions of ſuch wicked 


Law, even his prayer ſhall be abomination. 


Secondly, This may inform us of 


| the excellency and precioufneſs- of true 


Faith 3 The excellency and worth of 
things, is to be valued by their uſeful- 
neſs, and the more uſefull! and neceſla- 
ry a thing is, the more excelleat and 
precious it 1s: Bread-corn, is a more 

excellent. 
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excellent and precious thing than Tates; 
becauſe more uſeful and neceſſary for 
the ſupport - of mans life. And wif: 
dome 1s more excellent and precious 
than Rubies, becauſe more ulefu] for 
the management of human affairs. 


Grace is mote excellent than Gifts and |. 


Parts, becauſe more needfull and 
neceſlary in order to the ſouls eternal 
welfare. A man may be ſaved, be hap- 
py, and blefled for ever, without Gifts 
and Parts, but a man cannot be ſaved 
without Grace, Joh 3. 3. So Faith isa 
moſt excellent and precious thing. be- 
cauſe ſo abundantly, ſo indiſpenſibly, 


ſo univerſally uſeful and neceflary for | 


us, not only in this particular caſe of 


prayer, but alſo, in all other Spiritual | 


ſacrifices and fervices, which we offer 
up unto God through Chrilt. 


In ai] which reſpes, that Scripture 
holds moſt true, Heb. 6.6. Without 
Faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe God, We 
judge of the goodnels and excellency of 
the Tree, by the goodneſs of the fruit, 
and of the Caufe, by the Effects : So 
the excellency, and preciouſneſs of Faith, 


is to be diſcerned by the excellent and 


eter ntact 


Precious 
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precious fruits and effeds thereof, in the 
hearts and lives of the precious 93ints. 


Oh! the great and glorious things 
which the Saints 2nd Servants of God 
have been enabled and taught to do, by 
the ſtrength and lighr of Faith, Heb. 


11. 33. Who throuch Faith ſubdued King- 


doms, wrought righteouſneſs, obtained Pro- 
miſes, ſtopped the mouths of Lions, quenched 
the violence of Fire. eſcaped the eage of the 
Sword, out of meakrneſs was riade Strong, 
maxed valiant in Fight, turned to flight the 
Armies of the Altens , women received their © 
dead raiſed tolife again | And as the Saints 
and Servants of God have beenenabled 
to do : So allo to ſuffer great things by 
faith, ver. 35. And others were tortured, 
not accepting deliverance, that they might 
obtain a better Reſurreftion, And others 
had tryal of cruel mockings and ſcourgings, 
yea moreover of bonds and impriſonment, 
They were ſtoned, they were ſawn aſunder, 
were tempted,were f1.21n with the Sword; they 
Tarderd about in Sheep-Skins,and Goat-shins, 
bewig deſtitute, affiifted, tormented, &C. 


Oh the invaluable and incomparable 


worth and excellency of Faith! which 
brinzgeth 
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bringeth forth ſuch precious fruits in the 
hearts and lives of poor, weak, and con- 
temptible men and womea ! who are 
{ubje& to the ſame paſſions, encompaſſed: 
with the ſame infirmicies, liable to the- 
ſame temptations common to mans ia- 
ture,and yer have-been enabled to do and: 
ſuffer (uch things as- are above,and againit. 
n:ture ; requiring.a {unzrnatiral and di- 
vine ability, and ail chis by the light and 

ſtrength of Faith; As wer. 39. 4 theſe | 
obtaived a good. repore through Faith, Op: 
tima ſane. arbor, gue tales h.1het fruits ! | 
Moit excellent, doubtleſs, is that Tree, 
which brings forth ſuch fruits ; { wil 
. ſhew thee my Faith by my w:-45, faith the 
lioly man, Fames 2- 18. Faith is a work-. 
= , - DDS. 230 6 i PA papngyy 4 7g 
ing Grace, and it WOrKeci LIKE 18S 1Eir, 
Operari ſequitur ad efſe | i.e. the operation 
and working of things is according to 
the nature and being of them] 1s a 
true principle in nature, and 'tis as 
true alſo in Grace; if therefore the 
works of Faith be ſo excellent and 
glorious, oh. how excellent then 1s 
the nature, the life, and eflence of 
this Faith! It was the fſayiny of a 
Heathen Philoſopher , from the obſer- 
| vation which he made of che RE 
| and, 
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and admirable works and fruits of 


moral virtue in the lives of ſome 
Heathens 3 that if the Face and Image 
of virtue could be repreſented to the 
bodily eye, the beauty and © glory 
thereof would be ſo great, that it 
would even ravith the whole World ; 
if the Heathens were ſo-mach taken 
with the Beauty of Morality , becauſe 
of the excellent fruits and effects 


| thereof in the. lives of ſome Heathens - 


Oh how much more ſhould Chriſtians 


" | be taken wich the Beauty of Fairh 


and Grace, becauſe of the admirable 
and pretious fruits it hath brought forth 
in the lives of the Saints! witch which 
the Scriptures of the Old and New 
Teſtament do {ſo much abound. 


Third!y , This may inform us whence 


| It is, and how it cometh to paſs, that 


oft-times the Prayers even of Godly 
and Holy men , fall ſhort of Heaven, 
and prove not ſucceſsful for them- 
felves or others, as bcth Scripture and 
experience doth teſtifhe; even from 
hence - it is, becauſe they do nor al- 
ways Pray in Faith; a good man, a 
Precious holy man, may have the 
| Grace 
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Grace of Faith in his Heart, and yet 
may want the exerciſe of it, in this 
or that particular Caſe, in this or that 
particular Ordinance or Duty. 

Peter had the Grace' of Faith in his 
heart, but wanted the active power and 
exercile thereof in that particular caſe 
of confeſſing and owning Jeſus Chriſt 
| before men, when he was in the High 
Prieſts Hall, Mar. 26. 70, 72,74. Moſe; 
and Aaro: had the grace of Faith, 
but wanted the energy and exerciſe 
thereof at the water of Merjbab, in 
that particular caſe of bringing forth 
water out of the Rock, onely by 
ſpeaking to it. And their want of 
Faich did appear, in that they ſmote 
the Rock twice, when they ſhould have 
but ſpoke unto it, Numb. 20. 17, 12, v, 
compared with ver/. 8 The Diſciples 
had the grace of Faith io caeir hearts, 
and the gift of the Faich or the mira- 
cles, but yet wanted the exerciſe there- 
of in that particular caſe of the child 
poſſeſſed with .a dumb - Spirit, Mark g. 
17, 18, i9. The two Diſciples going to 
Emmaus, had the grace of Faith in their 
hearts, but wanted the activity 
and comfort thereof in reference - 
the 
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che death, ſufferings, and reſurreRion 
of Chriſt from the dead, Luke 24. 25, 
26, 27. 


In all which ations thoſe holy men 
of God miſcarried, and mifled of their 
wonted and uſual ſucceſs, becauſe they 
did not believe, i. e. they did not exer- 
cife Faith in rhoſe particular caſes 
wherein the Lord did leave them to 
themſelves, to try and prove them, 
that they might more ſenſibly and 
experimentally know their own weak- 
neſs, and ſo keep a more contant de- 
pend2ace upon Divine afſitance. 


Nos as the precious and holy Ser- 
Ents of God {( who have nature as well 
25 grace, fleſh as well ſpirit | may miſ- 
carty in other holy actions end duties; 
ſo £.:2 in this duty of prayer, ſo far 25 to 
miſs of that blefled fruic and faccels 
therein, Which at other times they find; 
2n6 ence it 1s becauſe they do not al- 
ways Pray in Faith Fares 1.5, 6, 7, 
7 any of you lack \wiſaon: , let him ask it 
of God, that giveth to all men Libe- 
rally, and upbraideth nt, and it ſhall 


be given him ; Bit let him ah in Fatth, 


nothing 
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nothing waverings for he that. waver. 
egth i like a wave of the Sea, ariva 
with the wind, and toſſed; For let ng 
that man think that he ſhall receive any 
thing of the Lord. The holy man Fame: 
1s now {peaking unto Saints, unro fuch 
as he ſuppoſed to have the grace of 
Faith, and yet putting them upon this 
great duty and work of Prayer, and 
that in a particular caſe for wiſdom 
ro manage their profeſſion as they 
ought ro do, under thoſe tryals and 
cemprations Which were upon ther, 
which being a thing abfolutely neceſſh- 
ry for them, and according to the 
revealed will of God, he gives them 
affurance to prevail - in the very 
thing asked, verſe 5. Let him ak of God, 
&c, And it ſhalt be given tim; bur ſtill 
with. this proviſo, md upon this condi- 
tion, that he ach in Faith, verl, 6, But 
let him ask in Faith, &c. 


Whence *ris clear, and the A- 
poſtle takes it for granted, that 
ſuch an one as hath true Faith, 
may yet fail in the exerciſe there- 
of, in this Ordinance and Dury of 
Prayer; therefore he faich , Bur "ow 
im 


[ 
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him askh in Faiths intimating that a 
godly man, a holy man may ask of 
God in prayer, and yet may not ask 
in Faith, and thereby muſcarry and 
loſe all the comfort and fruic of his 
asking, werſ. 7. Let not that man think 
that he ſhall receive any thing of the 
Lord. 


2. Vſe This may be for caution 
and warning to all the people of 
God ; whether they be ſtrong in 
Faith, or weak in Faith ; whether 
their Grace be little or much, to 
beware and take heed that they 
neglet not to ſtir up, and put in 
exercile, that Grace which they have, as 
in all other holy ducies, ſo eſpecially in 


this great Duty and Work of Pray- 
er. 


The Exhortation of Paul to Time- 
thy in reference to his Miniſterial 
gift, may be applied to every Chri- 
ſtian in reference to his Grace , 
2 Tim, 1.6, Wherefore | put thee in re- 
membrance , that thou ſtir up the gift 
that is in thee, by putting on of my 
hands, A man ws baye excellent 

gifts 
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gifts and parts, and yet the Church 
of God be never the better for them, 
unleſs thoſe gitts be ſtirred up , and 
kept in exerciſe: Yea a man may in 
time loſe his gifts by neglecting the 
exercile and unprovement of them , 
as at. 25, 29. Kut unto him that hath 
uct, (4. e. exerciteth and 1mproveth 
not, as 15 clear by the ſcope of the 
Parable ) ſal} be taken away even that 
which he bath. So a man may have 
true Grace , and a very great meaſure 
of it, and yet may in {ome particu 
lar caſes, and under the enjoyment of 
molt precious Ordinances , and in the 
performance of moſt Holy duties, be alto- 
gether fruitleſs and unprofitable , both 
to himſelf and others, through not 
exerciſing and ſtirring up the Grace 
vi hich he hath: Yea he may ( though 
not utterly loſe) yet greatly weaken 
and impoverith his Grace, Keel 
n. 2- jobs SL 36, 3 Jobs}. 9. and 


5 «+ 
O Chriſtian , know , that the Life 


and comfort of thy Soul under the 
moſt precious Ordinances, and in the 


performance of holy cutics , whether 
witl 


Fith in Praxer, Gf 


with thy (elf, or with others, lieth 
not ſo much in thy having of true 
Grace , In thy having of Fai ith, DUL 
in the activity of Grace, and in the 
exercile of chat Faith which thou haſt. 


lOh thersfore beware and take heed 


chat chogu neglectelt not to ttir up, 
0 keep 1 exe -rcile thy Grace, as 
ever thou defireſt that thy Soul thould 
thrive and proſper under the Holy 
Odinznces of Jeſus Chriſt, and be 
filled with joy and peace in beliey- 


10g, 


The life of O!; "JLAANCES, the (ivect- 
nels of the Word and Pro:niſes, the 
comfort ang fruit of holy Cur: es 15 loft, 
when once the | exerciſe of. Faith- 1s 
loſt ! take away the excicie of Faith 
our of che heart of a «© hriftian, and 
what are tne molt pare and powerful 


| Ordina ces, Te mit [\V ECT na Prect- 


ous Pro, nies, Le imo! holy and het- 
venly duties, when He my $ rel the 
greiteit external excelieacy, bu: as fo 
many empry ' = 25 {0 many broken 


Citterns, which ca hold no wa: 
ter 2 


D 2 And 
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And therefore it is that the Dj 
Goth fo induſtriovily rempe the Saing * 
of God ro Spiricual Slumber and $ j 
curity, that ſo hindering the exerciſhan 
of their Grace, he may ceprive theter 
of the Spiritual Fruir and Comfothe 
of all Gods Ordinances; and thergy, 
upon tempt them to donot and quelh©y 
tion whether they be his ordfij 
ninces or no: and at length (if thay} 
be not ſincere) prevaileth wich thenho 
to caſt off ordinances, as fruitleſs andy; 
unprofitable, and to caſt reproach and! 
dirt upon them, whereas indeed thaF/ 
fault is in their own hearts, Mal. zo 
14. Micah 2.7. And hereupon hatllW 
the Devil taken advantage to fonſth 
thote curſed tares, and corrupt opiniis 1 
ons of Non-Ordinances, Ranters, Quakhf 
ers, &&c. all which though they Diffzþr, 
among themſelves, yet do agree ith 
this, to caſt all the dirt and reproact|ſel 
they can upon the precious and hewfe 
venly ordinances of Jeſus Chriſt þn 
And this hath the Devil done whilſthc 
Profeſſors were fallen afleep, and hadþn 
loſt the life, exerciſe, and activity off; 
their Grace, as 1t 1s written, Mat. 13, 
25. But while men ſlept, h#s enemy Came and 


and ſowed tares among the Wheat, Tt 
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in} The Preaching of the Goſpel, ic 1s 
k moſt precious and powerful Ordi- 
cilhance of Jelus Chrift, for the Con- 
etherfion , Edification and Saivaticn of 
othe fouls of rcen. AF. 26. 18, Fph 4. 12. 
reRon., 1. 16, Put this Coipfel way 
ee preached clearly, powerfuliy, and 
dfichfully preached, and yet thoſe unto 
hom ic is preached, have no fruit 
Mo profic by it, for wane of Faith, 
ndHeb. 4 2. But the Word preached, did 
Adror profir rhem, not being mixed with 
IWFairh in them that heard it. Oh there- 
More, when thou goeſt to hear the 
Word preached , Chriſtian, beware 
What thou ſtirreſt up the grace thar 
Wisin thee, and in particular, this grace 
of Faith , without which the Word 
preached will not, cannot profit thy ſoul, 
nthough the Apoſtles themſelves them- 
lſelves, yea though an Angel from Hea- 
+wen ſhould be the Preacher ! The fruic 
nd benefit of the Word Preached, doth 
ſhot depend fo much upon the Grace 
dand Gifrs of the Miniſter, as upon the 

aicth of the hearer ! 
J, 


4] So likewiſe Prayer, it is a moſt pre- 
4 D 3 C10US. 
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i 
cicus and powerful Ordinance of Jeſs 
Chriſt, for the obtaining of all things 
that we fiard in need of at the hank 
of Ged The text it ſelf ſpeaks ſuf. 
ficiently unto this point, Afar. 21. 22, 
And all things whatſoever ye ſhall ak 
in prayer, believing, ye ſhall roOuroel 
And upon this very confideration ſore 
have called Prayer the Key of Hea- 
ver; but Faith is the hand which 
turns this Key. Look therefore a; 
the Key without the hand ro turn 
it js ulejieſs; fo Prayer without Faith 
15s fruitleſs; thou mayeſt therefore, 
Chrittian, Pray, and be much un 
Prayer, and yet loſe all thy labour, 
unleſs thou atteſt thy Faith in Pray- 
er; thu mayeſt bring thy Key of 
Prayer to the Gate of Heaven , and 
yet find it faſt lockt againſt thee , un- 
leſs thou hait a hand of Fith to turn 
this Key. Oh therefore beware and| 
take heed that thou neglecteſt not to 
ſtir up, and exerciſe thy Faith 1n 
Prayer. Oh how many Praying Gays, 
and Faſling-days, have been loſt to 
the people of God, for want of 
Faith > which only guides us aright 
in Prayer , gives us a right frame of + 
Heart » 
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Heart, and rizht ends and aims 
Prayer, as hath bzen already thewed ? 
Tis a greit Scripture which we have 
in Zecoariah, to this parpſe, Zech. 
7. Yo HF hea Je faſted and mourined 11 the 
fifth and ſeventh "iomin , even thoſe ſe- 
ueaty years, aid ye at all faſt unto me, 
even unto me ? Here we have a Pray- 
ing People, veho were abundant and 
conſtant in this duty for ſeventy years 
togetiner, and that in the molt {o:emn 
and Rrict manner , joyning Faſting witlt 
their . Praying, and yet not accepted 
of God therein, nor at all profited 
thereby; and the reaſon is hinted 5 
they did not Pray with a rizht frame 
of Heartz they had not rizht ends 
and aims in their Prayers; Did ye faft 
at all unto me, even unto me? and 
wilence was it that they thus miſcar- 
ried in Prayer, and had not true, 
ſpiritual , holy , and right ends and 
aims in Prayer, but from hence, 
that they Prayed not in Faitn; they 
wanted the Light and Life of Faith, 
and were not guided by the Word 
in their faſting and praying , and ſo 
praying amiſs, lo{t all their labour, 7am. 


4. 3- 
Queſt, 


66 


The Neceſſity of 


Quelt. Zxt how doth it appear that they 
Prayed not in Faith ? © 


Anſw, They looked not unto the 
word ſpoken by the former Prophets, 
verſe 7. therefore they Prayed not in 
Faiths "as by Faich that we look 
unto the Word of God, ſo as to 
make it our rule ; row they obeyed not 
the Word, aad therefore Prayed not 
10 Faith, 


Oh therefore Chriſtian, beware 
thou failet not in this, in the exer- 
ciſe and activity of thy Faith in Pray- 
er; thou hadſt better fail in any thinz 
than in this; thou hadfſt better fail 
in the gift of Prayer; thou hadſt bet- 
ter fail of words in Prayer; thou 
hadſt better ful of the wiſqom and 
Excellency of Speech in Prayer 3 thou 
badſt- better fail of aftetion in Pray- 
er, than to fail of Faith in Prayer ; 
other defets and infirmities will be 
paſled by and covered, where Faith 
is ative: Fames 5,17, Hebrews IT, G. 
but all other accompliſhments and 
feemins excellencies, will be wy rs 
where 
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where Faith is wanting 3 *tis- beter - 
for a man to want clothes, and all 
outward ornaments of the body, than 
to want life; life is the glory and 
excellency of the creature ; the pooreſt 
and ' moiſt contemptible creature which 
hath life, is more exceilent than the 
maſt glorious creature that wants 1t5 
hence faith Sol»-mon, 4A licing Dog 3s 
better than a dead Lino. Faith 1s the 
life of prayer, the glory, tie excellen- 
cy, the (trevgch of prayer; Other 
things are bur. the Ornaments of 
Prayer : On Chriitian ! look not fo 
much to the Ornaments, as to the 
Life” of thy: holy cuties, leſt God re-. 
2t them as a dead carcals. 


Uſe 3. Thirdly , This may be profi- 
tavle for Exi10:cation, 


1. Ulato Sinners. 


If there be ſuch a neceflicy of Faith 
in Prayer, that withour it we can-- 
not Pray , either acceptably tv Gud , 
or. profitably to our ſelves or others, 
as hath been at large declared and 
proveds thea doth it -nearly concern, 

&-5-: every 


L 
| 
| 
' 
| 
| 
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Every Soul yet in the ſtate of Na- 


ture, and ſhut up, or concluded un-| 


der unbelief (as all unregenerate per- 
fons are, whether they be Jews or 
Gentiles, Chriſtians or Heathens, 
Prophane perſons or Profefiors, Rom, 
TI. 32. chap. 2.9.) to ger cut of that 
condition , and to labour for true ſaving 


Faith in Chriſt. 

_ 'Tis true, Faith is a Heaven-born 
Grace, which grows not in Natures 
Garden, John 5.40 Epheſ. 2 8. "tis nel- 
ther in the freedom of mans vill to 
defire, nor in the ability of his po- 
wer, to work Grace, to produce and 
bring forth a work of true Saving 


. Faith in himſelf : bur as the Apoitle 


teacheth, Phil. 2.13. It is Cod which 
worketh in you , both to will and to do, 
of his good pleaſure, Nevertheleis , 
Sinner, it is thy duty to lirive 1n 
the uſe of all holy means, and to 
took up unto Ged, through Chriit , 
both to incline thy will, and to give 
thee rower from Heaven, to do his 
will, Mat. 7. 7. John 6. 27. Dhil. 1. 12. 
The Miller cannot command a wind, 


but he can ſpread the Sails, and wait 
upon 


— 
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upon the Providence of God for a 
Gale ; The wind bloweth where it liſteth , 


' ſo is every one that is born of the Spirit, Joh. 


2.8. And if thou deſireſt to be born 
again, thou muſt wait for thoſe gales , 
and thou muſt wait in the uſe, of 
means: And there is a blefling pro- 
miſed to them that do ſo', Prov. 8. 
34, 35. The Husband-man cannot com- 
mand the Clouds, but he may ob- 
ſerve the ſeaſon, prepare the Earth , 
and ſow the precious ſeed , and then pa- ' 
tiently wait for the early and the 
latter Rain, and he finds at Harveſt ,, 
his labour 1s not in vain. Fam. 5. 7. 


There 1s a connexion, thongh not 
of Caufaliry, yet of inftrumencality, 
of the end to the means, of mercy to 
ducy, of priviledge to practice, of the 
Harveſt co the Seed-time, of Glory: 
to Grace, of Grace to the means of 
Grace; As ever therefore © thou 
wouldeſt attain the end, which is 
Salvation, thou muſt uſe the means: 
He that will aſcend to the Ialt, or 
higheſt aff of the Ladder, muſt 
begin at the firſt. 


O 
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O therefore, gratifie not the Devil 
and thy own unregenerate will , 
with ſuch cavilling, and ſhifting, bur 
{et upon the work in good earneſt ; 
" up and be doing, and the Lord ſhall 
be with thee. And aſſure thy ſelf, 
chough ic may prove difficult and 
hard labour, 'yet it will not prove loſt 
Jabour, Tohn 6. 27, Labour not for the 
meat which periſhech, but for that meat 
which cndureth unto currlaſting lijc. 


Object. But perhaps 'the 'Sinmer will 
ſay, How ſhall I come by it ? How 
fhall I obtain it * What aſſurance have 
1, that if I labour for this meat, I ſhall 
have any fruit of my labour ? 


 Auſm, O yes, there is a biefled 
promiſe joyned to this command, he 
chat bids thee labour, doth promiſe 
thee thy labour ſhall not be in vain; 
and therefore it 1s added ; hich the 
561 of. man ſhall give unto you, for him 
bath God the Father ſealed. Oh {inner 
know, thac God rhe Father hath 
{62led, 7. e. ordained and anointed 
#iuvs Chritt, and conſtirated him 
under the bro.d Seal of Heaven, in 
E 
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be the Mediator of the everlaſting 
Covenant, and to diſpenſe and give 
out all the ſpiritual and heavenly gifts 
and bleſſings thereof, unto all ſuch as 
the Father hath given to him, and 
by vertue of that.donation thall come 


'to him, Foh. 17. 2. As thou .h»jF given 


him power over all fleſh, that he ſhould 
give eternal life to as many as thou haſt 
given him, | 


Objedt. But thou. wilt ſay, how ſhall 
I know whether I be one of thoſe whom 
the Father hath given to Feſus Chriſt ? 
And that if I do come unto him, I ſhall 
be received ? Oh 1.am afraid that Jeſus 
Chriſt will not receive ſuch a ſmincy as 
I am, ſich a wretch as I am, | am ſo 
vile and metered, that I fear he wil 
ratner rejet® and caſk me out as a _Re- 
provate, as a weſjel of wrath, than. receive. 
tie unio grace and favour, 


 Anſwm, Thou (halt know that thou 
art one of thoſe, whom the Father 
hath given to Chriſt, by thy coming 
to him, and ciofing with him in the 
Word of the Goſpel ; for none bur 
fuch can poſſibly come to him, ſo 

aS 
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as to receive life from him, Fch. 6. 
- 44. thou canſt not know before-hand 
that thou art given by the Father to 
Tefus Chrift, but thou muſt firſt come 
unto Chriſt, and then thou mayeſt 
know that the Father hath given thee 
to him, and it thou comeſt vnto Jeſus 
Chriſt, te hath aftured thee in his 
Word, ti. he will nor reje& thee, 
he will no. caſt the: oat, how vile 
or wretched foever thou beeſt, Joh. 
6.37. [ft that the Father giveth me 
(hall cons to nie, arid him that cometh 
unto mie, I will in no wiſe caſt out, 
Oh ic is a bleſled word; {/z no wiſe, 
caſt out | what-ever thy caule or con- 
dition be, though never ſo delperate 
in thy own eye, yet if thou comeſt 
unto him, he will in no viſe caſt 
thee our, 


And thou haſt the bleſſed preſidents 
and experiences of many great {inners, 
who upon repentance and coring un- 
to Jetus Chritt by Faith, have obtain- 
ed mercy, and are now glorified 
Saints in Heaven ; witneſs Manznaſſeh, 
who uſed witchcrafts and inchant- 
ments, who ſhed much innocent _ 
ang 
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and filled Jer:ſ:lem with Blood , 
and made a whole Nation to in, 
and vet when in his affliction he. 
humbled himſelf greatly, and fought 
unto the Lord, he obtained Mercy ; 
and he that had been betcre a wick- 
ed Necromancer , a Sorcerer , a Mur- 
derer, an aborinable Icolater, hath 
now obtained Mercy, becomes a New 
Creatu!e; old things are paſſed away 
with him, ard ali ri1:12s are become 
new , 2 Chron. 33, 1, --- 20. Mary Mag- 
dalen was a very preat {inner, out of 
whom Chriſt had caſt {ever Devils , 
and . yet the obtained Mercy, and 
when ſhe care unto Jetus Chriſt, 
he did not caſt her out, Mark 16. g. 
Luke 8. 2. So likewiſe Paul was a 
creat {inner before Converſton, a Per- 
{ecutor, a Blaſphemer , and Injuricus, 
and yet he obtained mercy, 1 7m. 1. 13, 


And whereſore did the Lord ſingle 
out theſe great and chief finners , and 
make them objects of his ſaving grace 
and favour ? -but that in them he might 
ex[11Þit a pattern of bis glorious grace, 
for the encouragament of other great 
laogers ( not to continue in fin, with 

a pre- 


7d The Neceſſity of 


2 preſumption 'of finding mercy at 
_ the laſt) but to repent, and curn, and 
come in to his Son Jeſus Chriſt, that 


they may be ſaved; So 1 73s. 1, 16, 


Howbeit ( ſaith Paul) for this cauſe 1 
obtained mercy, that in me firſt 7eſus 


. Chriſt might ſhew forth all long ſuſering 
for a pattern t0 them, which ſhould 
hereafter believe. &n him t9 life cverlaſt- 


ys 
HIS. 


And this know , poor finner , rhe 
Feſus Chriſt came not to call the righ- 
reous, but ſinners to repentance; Oh 
therefore be. not diſcouraged , becauſe 
thou art -a.ſ{inner, but hearken to the 
call of Chrit, in the voice of the, 
Goſpel , and know , that thou art cal- 
led this day by this word of Exhor- 
cation , © labour for Faith in the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, that ſo thou mayelt ' be 
in a capacity of performing this holy 
duty of Prayer, and other hoiy du- 
ties, {o. as to pleaſe God in the do- 
ing of them, which without, Faicl 
thou canſt not do. Heb.11.6. 


S 
Obj. Bnt what ſhall I do in the mean 
time? fhall I negleth Prayer, becauſe 1 
cannot 


_ 
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rarmor in my natural and unbelieving 
effate pleaſe God in what I do ? 


Anſw, No , oh no, thou art com- 
manded to Pray, to call upon the 


' Name of the Lord ; Prayer is a na- 


tural duty, written upon every mans 
Conſcience; the obligation whereof 
cannot be diſpenſed with, by any 


power, or under any pretence - what- 


loever ; thou muſt not therefore caſt 
off Prayer, that { thou mayeſt con- 
tinue in thy fin and anabelief ; but thon 
malt caſt off thy fia and believe 'm 
Jeſus Carift, thac ſo thou mayeſt con- 
tinve in Prayer, which if thou neg- 
lecteſt, thou art guilty of a three-fold 
Robbery. 


7. Thou Robbeſt God of his gio- 
ry. 


2. Thy own Soul, Body and Fam:- 
ly of the Mercy. 


3. Thy Neighbour of the Charity of 


thy Prayers. 


9197072 Magis W335 1n the gall of bit- 
ternels, 
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rerneſs , and yer Perer bids him Pray, 
AFR. 22.23: But withal he bids him 
repent a:io: Repent therefore of this toy 
mickednc/ſs, and prav to God. There- 
fore a: wicked man, a man in the 
gall of bitterneſs muſt Pray. But 
withail he muſt Repent of his wick- 
edneſs, and. believe, that through 
Chriſt Jeſus, remiMon and forgiveneſs 
of his fin, may be obtained ; and up. 
on this ground of Repentance and Faith 
in Chriſt, the Apoſtle bids him to 
Pray: : If | peradventure x OF perhaps the 
ehought of thine Heart may be forgiven | 
thee, 


Secondly , Unto Saints. 


Oh ve precious Saints of God, 
who have this precious Faith , this 
precious ſeed of God beſtowed upon 
you in Jeſus Chriit, to whom it 15 
given to believe in the. name of Je- 
ſus; unto you doth this word of ex- 
hortation ſpeak , as unto Sons and 
Davghters. Oh be not faithleis , but 
believing, exert , and put forth this 
Heaven-born Principle and ſeed of 
Faith into exerciſe ; let it not lye by 
you 
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you as a dead drug, when there 1s 
ſuch quick "Trading at the Throne of 
Grace. Great Merchants will empty 
their Ware houſes, and bring forth 
their richeſt commodity when they 
have a quick Trade, when the wants 
3nd necefficiez of their own or other 
Countries, do give them advantage 
to put off with greater profit ; they 
will uſe the utmoſt diligence and in- 
duſtry , and will lay out themſelves to 
the utmoſt ; they will venture all their » 
ſtock, engage all their credit, 1m- 
prove all their intereſt in ſuch a ſea- 


ſon ; Shall men be fo wiſe for Earth, 


and ſhall not the Children of the 
Kingdom be as wiſe for Heaven ? 


O ye Saints of God, ye are the 

eavenily Merchants, who only have 
this Trade in your Hands; ye have 
intereſt in the Heavenly Country, and 
ye tave a Factor there, who is both 
able and faichful , who will nor fai 
to put off your Prayers with the be 
advantage, and procure you returns 
mn the richeſt and beſt things of the 
Country, which ſhall beſt anſwer 


your intereſt and profit here on Earth. 
And 


78 The Neceſſity of 


And now ye have a moſt precious 
ſeaſon. 

I. The wants and neceffities of three 
great Nations ( whereof your lelves 
are 4 part, and in, the pezce whereof 
your peace is bound up ) do call aloud 
. for the help of your Prayers, being 
under as great ſymptoms and tokens 
of divine pleaſure, and under as black 
a Cloud of Stormy wrath, as any 
Nation we read of in all the Word 
of God; ſearch. the Scriptures , and 
take a catalogue of all the characters 
and marks expreſſed rhere of a gene- 
ratton marked out for vengeance ; 
and try if they be not all found up- 
on this generation, this one excepted; 
S That the Lord of Hoſts hath reſerved 
4 unto himſelf a remnant, And can you 
fee all this and be fileat? have ye not 
fo much charity , ſo much bowels of 
compaſſthon for your native Country, 
your children and poſterity, as Abra- 
ham had for Sodom ? as Lot for 
Zoar ? Gen, 18, 22. 


. 2. The defolations of Mount: Zi, 
the- captivity of Gods Ark, the at- 
f1t10nS- 
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fictions and troubles that are accom- 
pliſhed in your dear brethren. who 
are like ſheep appointed for the ſlaugh- 
ter , do call aloud for your moſt fer- 
vent prayers , and ſlrong cryes, to be 
ſent up to Heaven inceflantly, and 
that you give the Lord no reſt ill 
he doth ariſe , and have mercy upon 
Zin , and turn the captivity of his 
People as ſtreams in the South: Can 
ye be at eaſe in Zion, and not regard 
the affliftions of Joſeph? Can ye be- . 
hold Zi-m in travel, yea crying ont, 
and in pangs, to be delivered, and not 
lend a helping hand ? 


3. The ruinous caſe and condition of 
thouſands of precious ſouls, who are 
like ro periſh for want of proviſion, 
to ſtarve for want of the bread of 
life; who wander from mountain to 
hi'l to ſeek the Word of the Lord, -- 
and cannot find it ; who cry out for 
bread, and behold ſtones are given 
them inſtead of bread, who ask for 
fleſh, bur are fed with - Scorpions ; 
who ſeek water, bat find none, and 
their tongue faileth for thirſt ; do alſo 
in their deep miſery and diſtreſs cry 

out 
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out and call aloud to you; Oh pray 
the Lord of the harveſt, that he 
would fend forth labourers, and drive 
out loiterers; that he would raife up 
uato us a ſoul ſearching and foul. ſaving 
Miniſtry, and take away from us the 
heavy ſcourge and plague of a foul- 
murdering, blind and ſuperſtitious Cler- 
gy ; for where the bliad lead the blind 
both muſt fall into the ditch. 

Oh ye Saints of God, wi only 
know the worth of Souls, who cnly 
can be truly ſenftible of fpiritual evils, 
and know both the worth and want 
of a true Golpe!-Miniſiry ; can ye be 
filent and ice ſuch ?Merchandize made 
of the Souls of Men, by the gre-dy 

erchants of Bubjlnu? Never Was 
there a time, fron the foundation 
of the World, in which the Saints 
had more advantage of going great 
3nd eminent fervice by Prayer for 
the poor Nations of the Earth, and 
for their dear brethren - in tufferings, 
and for the Souls of wen ! yea and 
for the whole Creation, than ar this 
day! In which the Nations of the 
Earth are ſo greatly diltrefed, the 

Til 39S 
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minds of men perplexed , ' and their 
_— Event failing tliem for fear, and 
for looking after the things that are 
coming to paſs on the Earth; yea 
the mixzie Creation groaneth and travel- 
leth in pain , defiring to be atlivered 


from the bondage of corruption , into the 


glorious liverty of the Sons of God. In 
which Z:ns confolation . and Babyions 
confulton oreatly hatteneth : the time 
of - Babels Tyranny, ond the Saints 
Captivity , is ſo near /uliilled, and 
the tines of refreihing a coming from 
the pretence of the Lord, and -_ 
time of the reſtitution of all things ? 
Oh ye Saints of God know that this 
is a precious ſeafon ; let out your Pray- 
ers meet together in the Angels hands, 
who ſtands before the Altar. to offer 
them up wich his own Incenſe, and 
then great and marveilous things will 
be done ia the Earth, Revelation 8. 35 
&, 5» 
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| And all things whatſoever ye ſhall ak 
in Prayer, beieving, ye ſhall re- 
CeaVe. 


H E next thing obſervable in 
the Text , and propoſed to 
| be handled in this Treatile , 

1s 


The Efficacy of Faith jn Prayer, 
E 2 Faith 


% The Fpicacy of 


Faith 1s a plenipotentiary grace, it 
hath a kind of orrnipotency in it, it 
cometh with a full commiſſion trom 
Heaven, to the poor Difcipiles of 
Chriſt on earth, by which they may 
co and obtain great things with God; 


yea all things whatſoever they ſhall ask inf 


in prayer, they ſhall obtain by Faith. The 
great wod of Heaven will not, cannot de- 
ny any thing to his poor ſervants here 
on earth, which they ask in Faith 
He is faithful who hath promiſed, 
and cannot deny himſelf; the word. is 
gore out of his mouth in righteouf 
nefs, and he will not repent, he will not 
call it in again. And all things what» 
forever ye ſhall ach in prayer, believing, ye 
foall recerve. 

Oh here is a large commiſſion indeed ! 
All things! and all things whatſoever, 
Here are no limits, no bounds {et 
co faith in prayer ! Faith may ask what it 
will, and have what it asks at the hand 
of God ! Faith can but ask and have! 
Faith doth but ſpeak the word on 
Earth, and it is done in Heaven ! the 
eruth is, Faith is a modeſt grace, a 
prudent, wiſe and ſober grace, that 
tooketh at the will of God as her 
Rule, 


t 
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Rule, 2nd the glory of God as her 
ultimate end and aim in all things, 
and therefore will not, cannot deiire 
or as any thing contrary to Gods 
moſt holy will. or croſs to, and incon- 


 filtent with his glory ; and therefore 


Faith hath the Key of Heaven com: 
mitted to her, and may go to the 
heap of mercy, and take even what 
the will, ar. 15. 28, O Woman great 
is thy Faith, be it unto thee even as 
thou wilt. 

The Efficacy of Faith . in Prayer, 
and the mighty prevailing Power ut 
hath with God, is ſuficiently made 
manifeſt. 

1, In the truth of Gods moſt holy 
Word and Promiſes. 

2. In the Saints moſt precious: and - 
conſtant Experiences. 

1. The rruth of Gods moſt holy 
Word and Promiſes, do abundantly 
attelt and bear witneſs to the mighty 
efficacy of Faith in Prayer; greac 
things are promiſed, yea all things are - 
Promiſed to the prayers of Faith. So 
10 the Text: And all things whatſoever 
ye (ball ak in prayer, beiriving, ye ſhall 


Feeerve. 
+ © Thys.. 
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This 1s the Word of Chriſt, .thi 
is a gracious Promiſe of Jeſus Chriſt 
to his diſciples here on earth, and he 
will be as good as his word, he ix 
the faithful witneſs, and the truth jr 
ſelf, and therefore he cannor lye; he 
Can as well ceaſe to be God, x 
ceaſe to be true and faithful in hi 
Word and promiſes, 2 Cor. I. 20, For al 
' the Promiſes of God in him are Te 
and in him Amen, [+i,e. truth and af 
furance,, or moſt ſure and ſRedfaſt)un 
ro the Glory of God by Hs, So trhit 
God ſtands upon the truth of hi 
Word and Promiſes, as a great par 
of his glory, and he' will have th 
glory of his truth, whatever comes of it, 
he will appear to be true in his Wor 
and Promiſes yea in all his Pro 
miles to a jot and rittle, ther: 
ſhall not the leaſt jot or tittle there: 
of fail, till all be fulfilled, Mar. 5. 18, 
For verily I ſay unto you, till Heaven 
and Earth paſs, one jot , or one titth 
ſhall in no wiſe paſs from the Law. ti 
all be fulfilled: As if the Lord had 
ſaid , ye are apt to fet light " my 
Word , to queſtion and doubt o - 
« trul 
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erath and certainty thereof; but I af- 
fare you, I ſtand ſo much upon my 
rifſh Word to have it fulfilled 2nd made 
hel good to the utmoſt, that if Heaven 
id 2nd Earth lay in one ſcale, and the 
it] leaſt iota or tittle of my Word in 
hel the other, I would rather (ſuffer Hea- 
2 ven and Earth (i. e. the whole Crea- 
«4 tion) to periſh and come to nothing, 
than that the leaſt iota or tittle of my 
-l Word thould fail, till all be fulfilled 
$99 wonderfully doth the God of 
Truth ſtand upon his Glory in this 
reſpe& ; therefore all the Promiſes of 
God in him(3z. e. in Chriſt) are yea; 
and in hin amen, becauſe this is for 
the glory of God, to be as good as 
his word, and nor to falfitie but to 
fulfil all his Promiſes. 


Now many exceeding great and 
e& precious Promiſes hath God made in 
8] Chriſt unto his people, Praying in 
& Faith, or exercilins Faith in Prayer. 
*M We thall inſtance in one or two, in 
d| lieu of all che reſt; which being ad- 
x ded to this of the Text, may be 
W ſufficient to give a full teſtimony. ro 
the truch in hand ; that. ſo in the 
th —7 4 mouch 
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mouth of two or three witneſſes, this 
word may be eſtabliſhed. 


The firſt that we ſhall "inſtance in, | 


1s, that great Charter of heaven, or 
promiſe made to the poor afflicted, 
tempted, and deſpiſed Saints, and 
Churches of Chriſt here on earth, 


Mat.18. 19, Again, 1 jay unto you, | 


that if two of you ſhall agree on earth, 
as touching any thing that they ſhall ack, 
jt ſhall be done for them of my Father 
" which is in Heaven, 


The number of true Diſciples is in 
many places very ſmall, it may be 
two of a Famiy, and one of a Tribe; 
and th2 v2 Churches of Chriſt, are 
for the moſt part but (mail, anu es 
in number : eſpecially compared with 
the filſe Church and Churches of 


1 
Aa » 


Antichriſt, the Whore that litteth | 


upon many Waters, Zev, 17, 15. 
Pur O ye Saints and Churches of 
vs Chriſt, let not the paucity, and 
{malineſs of your number diſcourage 
you : though the malice and rage of 
the ungodly, may like the great water- 
floods, keep good Neiphbors oge 

| from 
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from another, 1ſo that ye cannot aflem- 
ble and meet together in that ſolemn 
and publick manner as ye could deſire ; 
yet be not diſcouraged, -do not think 
the Efficacy and ſtrength of Prayer is 
thereby ſo diminiſhed, or weakened, 
that ye cannot prevail in Heaven : 
Torn may be preſent in Spirit, when abſent 
in body, Col. 2,5. Your Prayers may 
meet in Heaven when your perſons 
cannot meet upon Earth. Yow may be 
caſh into Priſons, and Dungeons, Revel, 
8.3. You may be. ſcattered, and_ 
wander in the defart places, in. the : 
dens and caves of the earth, but here 
iS your comfort , Heaven is. ftill : 
open, 


And - let me tell you from this .. 
Scripture ; ye may do and obtain great 
things in Heaven( /f two of you ſhall 
agree on earth, as touching any thing you . 
ſnall ask; it ſhall be done for you in 
Heaven.) If two of you ſhall agree, "tis .. 
not meant in a way of worldly policy 
and carnal contrivance, but in a way 
of Spiritual Harmony and conſent of . 
Sou], ariſing from the unity of Faith, 
and the anoiating of the Spirit, teach-. 

E 5 11148 
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ing and guiding you in prayer, to 
ask rhoſe things that are according 
to the will of God, Rom.8. 26. 27, 
Let the thing be what it will, ask it 
in the Heaven above, or in the earth 
beneath 3 let it be never ſo hard 
and difficult, and in the eye of fence 
and reaſon even impoſſible, yet it ſhall 
certainly be done for you, and granted 
in Heaven. Oh what a bleſſed char- 
ter ! what a glorious liberty is this, | 
ranted to. the children of God, that 
y Faith in prayer here on earth, 
they may have any: thing, even what 
they will done for them in Hea- 
Ven < 


And this is the priviledge of all 
thoſe little ones, that believe in Chriſt, 
Mat. 18. 10, and 14. compared with 
werſ. 19,20. This is not the priviledge 
of old Fathers , and ſtrong men only, 
but even of babes in Chriſt, ſuch as 
are lirtle ones, little in. the worlds 
account, and it may be little in the 

eye of other . Saints, but leaſt of all 
in their own eye; yet theſe little ones 
that believe in Chriſt, how contempti- 
ble, lice and low ſever they oy 4 

rt 
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Farth, are honourable, great and 
high in Heaven, and may do ſuch 
thinzs by Faith in Prayer, as the 
greareft Monarchs and ' Princes- upon 
Earth cannot do by their greateſt 
force and power : As will further ap- 
pear in the ſecond Scripture and 
word of Promiſe, which for the proof of 
the point, we {hall alſo a little infift 
upon. bh 


Iſaiab 45. 1t. Thus ſaith the Lord, the 
holy one of Iſrael, and his maker, Ash_ 
me of things to come, concerning my 
Sons, and concerning the work of my 
hands, command ye me, Oh the admi- 
rable and infinite condeſcention of the - 
great Jehovah | who hath created the - 
Heavens. and formed the Earth, and : 
commandeth all the hoſt of them! : 
Fhat he who commaandeth- . Angels, . 
and ruleth in the. Armies of Heaven 
and in the Kingdoms of men, ſhould 
ſufter himſelf ro be commanded by a . - 
hand-full of poor praying-ſouls here - 
on earth! and to have ſuch power in - 
Heaven, as to command - and diſpoke 
of the great works of providence ; 
yea the choiceſt and moſt admirable 

OPEratifnaa.. 
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operations thereof, which for the rari- 
cy and excellency are ( by way of 
eminency) the works of Gods hands 
(as the Egyptian Magicians ſaid of that 
rare and admiabvle work of Gods 
{fingular power and providence, in 
turning all the auſt of the Land of 
Egypt into Lice at the word of his 
ſervant AJo/es, which the Magicians 
could not do by their inchantments, 
Exod. 8. 1g; (This ts the finger of God ) 
Yet lo it is, that a hand-full of Gods 
praying Jſrael, which comein Faith, to 
enquire and asx of God concerning 
his Sons and Daughters, may even 
command what they will, may ask 


and have the greateſt mercies, the| 
moſt {tenal deiiverances, and the moſt} 


wonderfull revolutions of providence 
that the. hands, - 7, e, the infinite 
n0wver of God 1s able to produce, 
and- bring to - paſs. As that was a 


moſtwonderful revolution of provicence, | 


that cauſea even all the earth to 
fand amazed, even the. ſudden and 
unexpected cownfall of the- mighty 
Xingdom cf Babylcn, in order to the 
faivation and celiverance of Gods 
Shurch and people, who there were 
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kolden in ſo ftrong captivity, //a. 14. 
from the 3. v. to the 28. 


Oh ye precious praying-ſouls, upon 
whom the Lord hath poured out the 
ſpirit of grace and ſupplication, that 
ye may ſee him whom ye have pier- 
ced, and mourn, and be in bitterneſs 
for your own fins, and the fins of, 
the Nation ; mourning even every 
family apart, the men apart, and 
their wives apart, Zech. 12. 10, 11,12. 
Oh know, that if ye come with an 
humble fence of your own, and the 
Nations ſins, and with Faith in God 
through Jeſus Chriſt, co plead his. 


| precious promiſes, and ask of him 


things to come. concerning his Sons 
and Daughters, ve may even command 
what ye will ( if it be a work of Gods. 
hands, which he hath decreed in Heg- 
ven, and declared on Earth to bring to 
paſs in due time, as he hath the confui- 
on of Myſtical Z&abylov, and ſalva- 
tion of his ſpiritual Zen Rev. 18. 2.) 
I ſay, if it be a work of his hands, 
i, e, within the power of his glorious 
arm, and infinite wiſdom, to effec, 
as moſt certainly all chings Or 
e 
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ed and fore-told in theWord of God are; 
then you need not to ſtagger, ye need 
not to helitate abour the matter, 
either becauſe of your own unworthy. 
nels, or the great amazing difficulties 
in the way of the promiſe ; bur 
come boldly to the throne of grace, 
and asx in Faith, and there is no- 
thing in Heaven or in the Earth too 
good or too great for God to do 
for you 3 ask and ſpare not, yea ſpeak 
the word and it ſhall be done, com- 
mand with an humble boldneſs, and 
i ſhall be broughc forth; ask it in the 
Heaven above, or inthe earth beneath ; 
amongſt all the glorious works and 
operations of Gods hands, chufe- where 


ye will, ask what you will, and it} 
fhall be done for you. fk me things| 


ro come concerning my Sons, and' concern» 
ing the works of my hanas, command' ye 
MC. 


2: The moſt precious and conſtant | 


experiences of the Saints and ſervants 
of God in all ages and generations of 
of the world, do alſo abundantly de- 
clare the mighry prevailing power 
and efficacy. of Faith 1n prayer; by _ 

1, They 
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1. They have prevailed with God 
for the turning away of his fierce 
wrath and anger from ungodly Nati- 
ons, who had provoked him greatly, and 
yet periſhed not, becauſe ſome of Gods 
faithfull ſervants ſtood up 1n the gap, 
and made interceſhion for them. 


Thus holy Moſes prevailech with 


| God for J/rae!, when they provoked 


him to wrath with their own inven- 
tions and turned the glory of God 
into the fimilitnde of a Calf that eat- 
eth Hay, Exod. 32. 7. And the Lord 
ſaid unto Moſes, Go get thee down, for 
the people which thou broughteſt out of 


| the Land of Epypt, have corrupted them- 


felves 5 they have turned aſide quickly 


.| out of the way which | commanded them 


<D 
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they have made them a molten Calf, 
and have worſhiped it, &c., And wer. 
10, Now therefore, let me alone, that 


| my wrath may wax hot againſt them, 


and that 1 may conſume them, and I © 
will make- of thee a great Nation. 


Here is an ungodly and unthankful 
Nation. 


g8 The F ficacy of 
Nation, that have greatly provoke 


the Lord by their Idolatry and Apo: 
ſtacy, after all thoſe wonders of me 


cy, which he had wrought for chen 
in Egypt, and at the: Red Sea , which 
waS a great aggravation of thei 
wickedneſs, that - they ſo quickly for: 
got God their Saviour, and turne( 
alide to other Gods, and gave the 
glory of all their delwerances' | and 
{alvations, which Fehovah had wrought 
for them, unto a baſe, deteſtable | 
dol, the Image of a Calf that eateth 
Hay : So ver/. 8. They have made 4 
Alolten Calf, and worſhiped it, and han 
ſacrificed thereunto, and ſaid, Theſe b: 


thy Gods, O Iſrael, which have brought 


thee up out, of the Land of Egypt. 


And here we have a jealous, offend- 
ed and provoked God, appearing upon 
the Mount to Moſes as conſuming fire, 
taking up thoughts of wrath and indigns- 
tion againſt /ſrae!, - even to their - ut- 
ter deſtruction and confuſion - Nov 
therefore, let me alone, that my wrath 
may. wax hot againſt them, and that 
1 may conſume them, and I will make of 
thee & great Nation, 


But 
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Bat withall, behold a wonder of 


infinite condeſcention,God ſtooping ro man, 
the great Fehovah courting and intreat- 
ing a Poor, weak, finfull man, to be 
filent, and let him alone in the pro- 
greſs and execution of his anger 
againſt Iſrael! Ler me alone that my 
wrath may wax hot againſt them ; As 
if Moſess prayers did tye up the hands 
of God, fo that he cculd not do 
any thing againſt 1/rael, without 249/s's 
leave. 


Oh that a poor ſinful man, as Mo- 
ſes was, ſhould have ſuch power with* 
the great and holy. God ! yet inch 1s 
the efficacy of Faith in prayer, that 
God will not, cannot do any thing 


 22ainſt the prayers of his peopie, 


when they ask in Faith, 


But now doth Mes let God alone, 
and ceaſe to pray, and make inter- 
ceiion for 1/ra/? is Hoſes content to 
accept the promiſed increaſe of his 
own private family, with ſo great 
diſhonour to the Name of God, and 
the univerſal ruine of his Church and 
people? No verily: The Faith = 

ea 
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Zeal of this holy man Moſes, like 2 
mighty fire being a little reſtrained, 
breaketh forth into the greater flames. 
And he ſets upon the work' of prayer and 
interceflion for 1/rac! with the more 
Fairh and fervent Zeal, verſ. 12. 33, 
And Hoſes beſought the Lord his God, 
and ſaid; Lord, why doth thy wrath|. 
wax bot againft thy People, which thou haft 
brought forth out of the Land of Egypt, with 
great power, and with a mighty hana? Where- 
fore ſhould the Epyptians ſpeak, and ſay, for 
miſchief did he bring them out, to ſlay 
them in the Mountains, and to conſume 
them from the face of the Earth? Turn from 
thy fierce wrath, andrepent of this evilagainſt 
thy People. Remember Abraham, Iſaac and 
Iſrael thy ſervants, to whom thou ſwareft by| 
thy own ſelf,and ſaidſt unto them, 1 will mwl- 
tip.y your ſeed as the ſtars of Heaven, and all 
this Land that I bave ſpoken of , will | 
give unto your ſeed, and they ſhall inherit 
it for ever. 


Oh here is a prayer of Faith indeed! 
here is much Faith acted by Moſes in 
this prayer ; looking to the Word 
and Promiſe of God made to Abraham, 
Iſaac and Jacob, as his Rule in ask- 
1001-4) 
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ing, and the glory of the Name of 
God, as his great and ultimate end, 
3nd by good argument and ſtrength of 
reafon thewing, that to execute his 
fierce wrath in conſuming his people, 
wonld neither confiſt with his Cove- 
nant and Promiſe, nor with the glory 


of his own great Name, and therefore 


prays the Lord to tura from his fierce 
wrath, and repent of this evil 
agatnſt his people. 


And by this Prayer of Faith he 
prevails with God, and delivers 1/-acl 
from that conſuming wrath and anger of 
God' that was kindled againſt them , 
ſo that they periſhed not in their ini- 


- Qquity , as ver/. 14 And the Lord re- 


pented of the evil which he thought todas” 
unto hu people. | 


Which famous Prayer and .Inter- 
ceſſion of Moſes is recorded in the 
book of P/alms, and mentioned as the 
only means of /-aels preſervation from 
the confuming power of Fehovahs great 
wrath and fierce anger , P/al. 106. 23. 
Therefore he ſaid that he would deſtroy 
them; had mot Moſes his choſen ſtood 

| before 
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before him in the breach to turn away 
hes wrath leſt he ſhould deſtroy them, 


Oh the prevailing power and effica- 
cy of Faith tn Prayer ! that by one 
Prayer of Faith, a whole Nation 
thould be delivered from {o great a 
ruine ! 


2. Inſtance Thus allo righteous Lot | 


by one Prayer of Faith delivered Zoar 
from the common ceſtruction and 
overthrow of Sodom and Gomor- 
rah, that very morning when 
fire was ready to come down from 
Heaven to deſtroy thoſe Cities, Gen, 
19.18. And Lot ſaid unto them, oh not 
fo my Lord ; Behold now thy ſervant hath 
found grace in thy ſight, and thou haſ 
magnified thy mercy which thou. hap 
ſhewed unto me in ſaving my life, and I 
Cannot eſcape to the mountain , leſt ſome 
evil take me, and I dye. Behold now, 
this City is near to fice unto, and it u 
a little one. O let me eſcape thither ( # 
it not a. little one?) and my ſoul ſhall 
tive. 


This, Prayer of. Le: was not with- 
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out ſome viſible tinture of humane 
frailty, and weakneſs of Faith, where- 
in he offended in that he accepred nor 
the place. which the Lord had appoint- 
ed, bur chuſeth another, aſcribing 
more to the place, than to the power 
and good pleaſure of God for his pro- 
tetion. Nevertheleſs it being a Pray- 


|er of Faith, in which there was a 
real exerciſe of Faith , in that he be- 


lieved God was able to ſpare Zoar , 
and to make it a means of his pre- 
ſervation and more comfortable living. 
than the deſolate mountain, and there- 
fore Prays that the Lord would not 


ſend him to the mountain, bur rather 


let him flee ro Zoar. In which Pray- 
er holy Lot was queſtionleſs guided 
by the Spirit of God, to ask the pre- 
ſervation of that City, which though 
viſibly threatned, and in danger to be 
deſtroyed with the reſt, yet was in 
reſpe&t of Gods ſecret Will and Pur- 
poſe, to be preſerved, and therefore 
the - Lord did by his holy Spirit pur 
it into the heart of his righteous ſer- 
vant Lor, to ask that City : In which 
requeſt he is preſently accepted , and 
the life of that City granted at his 

petitions 
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petition, verſe 21. nd he ſaid unt 
him: ſee, I have accepted thee concerning 
this thing , that I mill not overthrow thu 
City for thee which thou haſt ſpoken: 
Haſte thee, eſcape thither , for I can- 
not do any thing till thou be come thi. 
ther ; therefore the Name of that City 


Was called Zoar. In 


Oh the infinite and admirable con- 
deſcention of the great and holy God 
to the weakneſs of a poor frail man! 
that Lox {hould not accept the moun- 
tam which the Lord appointed him, 
and yet that the Lord ſhould accept 
Lot, and ſpare Zoar which he had 
' ſpoken for! yet ſuch is the holy in- 
dulgence of the heavenly Father to 
his Praying Children, that when through 
humane frailty , they cannot cone up 
te his terms, he out of Divine pit 


ſtoops and comes down to theirs ! atid|W 
fuch is the efficacy and prevailing force|m 
of Faith in Prayer , that God is even|wl 
overcome thereby to grant his poor|K 


Praying ſeryants even what they will ! 
wer. 21, See 1 have accepted thee concern 
ine thus thing , that I will not overthron 


ths City, for the which thou haſt es! 
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Oh well was it for Zoar that Lot 
ſpoke to God for it { The Prayer of 
one juſt Zo: delivers this wicked City 


.Hrom the common calamity and de- 
-|fruction of their fellow ſinners ! 


2. The Saints and Servants of God 


thave prevailed by Faith in Prayer pul- 


ling down moſt ſpeedy vengeance, and 
juſt judgments of God upon their malici- 
ousand ungodly Enemies. 


Thus zealous Elijah by Prayer brings 
down fire from Heaven upon the 
Heads of his proud and malicions Enemies 
(two ſeveral Captains and their fif- 


.|ties ) whoin the pride and heat of their 


Spirits, came to do violence to the 
#00d Prophet , 2 King. 1. 9, 10, 11, 12. 
untill by theſe examples of Gods ſe- 
verity, the reſt of that wicked party 
were reduced to ſome ſubmiſſion and 
moderation towards his faithful ſervant, 
who in Prophecying the Death of the 
King of Samaria, had not offended, 


i|bat done that which he was command- 
.1ed, and allowed of God to do. 


| And the ſame holy man Zljah, by 
Jh _ Prayer 
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Prayer prevails with God to ſhut the] 1 
Heavens, that it rained not for thre] : 
years and {1x months, ſo that wicke|'r 
Ahab, Fexebel, and the ten Tribs| t 
were for their Idolatry, and perſecnti| x 
on of Gods faithful ſervants, juſtly] « 
plagued with a three years famine| v 
x King, 17. 1. compared with Fames 5 a 


righteous man availeth much, Eljas wa 
a man ſubject to like paſſions as me 
are, and he prayed earneſtly that ii 


months, | 


Thus alſo the holy Prophet E1; 
prevails with God by Faith in pra 
for the ſmiting of the King of Syria 
Army with blindneſs, 2 &5ng.6., 18| b 
And whew they came down to him, Eli at 
prayed unto the Lord, and faid, Smt 
this people, I pray thee, with blindneſs; 
And he ſmote them with blindneſs, accort| P! 
ing to the Word of Eliſha, al 


Thus alſo the two faithful witneſfq 0 
under the New Teſtament which thy Y« 
Lord raifeth up to propheſie and beaſ th 

witne 
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e| witneſs againſt Antichriſt 1260 days, 
e| that is. all che time of the beaſts 
d| reign an tyranny ( for fo long he is 
x| to continue, - Rev. 13. 6.) have power to 
i pall down vengeance upon their 
ener.ies, and to open and thut Hea- 
ven, and ſmite the earth with plagues, 
as oft as they will, Rev. 11.5, 6. And if 
any man will hurt them, fire procedeth 
out of their mouths, and devoureth their 
enemies. And if any man will hurt 
i them, he muſk in this manner be killed. 
hl Theſe have power to ſhut Heaven, that 
fr] it rain mot in the days of their prophecy, 
and have power over waters. to turn them 
to blood, and to [mite the earth with 
plagues, as often as they will, 


41 See here what great Power the Lord 
8] hath given to his witneſs-bearing Saints 
& and ſervants under the New Teſta- 
x# ment! whom he raifeth to bear wit- 
\neſs for Chriſt againſt Antichrift, to 
4 proteſt and prophecy againſt all the 
abominations of the man' of fin x; 
though they have no worldly power, 
nor arm of fleſh ro protect .them, 
thy yet they are not left deſtitute, for 
2x1 they have power = (hurt Heayen, and 
c 0 
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to (mite the Earth with plagues, and 
to call for vengeance, and the rights 
ous judgments of God to be made 
manifeſt upon their enemies, for 
which cauſe fire is faid to proceed 
out of their mouth ; not materially, 
but virtually, 5 e. they do by their 
prayers and prophecies which proceed 
our of their mouths,. procure venge- 
ance from Heaven, and all the plagues 
and righteous judgments of God to 
be ed forth of the vials of his 
wrath upon the Antichriſtian party, 
who are their malicious and impla- 
cable enemies : by which means they 
are preſerved and protected in their 
witne(s-beating-work, all the time of 
their Prophecy, untill the end and fi- 
niſhing thereof ; at which time by 
the determinate councel] of God, they 
are to be lain, and lye dead for a 
ſeaſon, in order to a glorious reſur- 
xection, Kev. 11. 7, $, 9, 10, 11, 
I2, 13. 


3- The Saints and fervants of God 
have obtained by Faith in prayer, 
| great and wonderful deliverances, 
when they haye been in the _ 
ange 
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dang@ , yea even in the very jaws of 
deſtruction. 


1. Great and marvellous perſonal de- 
liverances have been obtained by Faith 
in Prayer, or by the Faithful Prayers of 
the righteous. 


Thus that precious and faithful fer- 
vant of God, Hezckiab, when he was 
ſick unto the death,and bad received-a pe- 
remptory ſentence of death by the mouth 
of the Prophet, 7/a. 38. 1. Ser thy houſe 
in order, for thou ſhalt dye, and not live, 
by Faith in Prayer obtained the rever- 
fion of that ſentence , and was deliver- 
ed in a moſt wonderful manner from 
the very jaws of death, verſe 5. Go and 
ſay to Hezekiah , Thus ſaith the Lord, the 
God of David thy Father, I have heard 
thy prayer , 1 have ſeen thy tears - behold 
1 will add unto thy days fifteen years. 
Which deliverance was ( all circumſtan- 
ces confidered ) ſo marvellous and won- 
derfu!, char the fame thereof ſounded 
as far as Babylon; the King whereof 
ſent his Embaſſadors to congratulate 
the Kings recovery, and to enquire of 
the wonder, 2 Chron. 32. 31. 


F 2 Thx 
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Thus alſo the good Prophet Jonah 
{ though an angry paſſionate man ) when 
he Prayed to the Lord in the fithes belly, 
and when he was even {wallowed up of 


death, without all viſible help or hope. 


of deliverance, by . Faith in Prayer ob- 
tained a wonderful deliverance at the 
hands of God, who ſpake to the fiih, and 
it vomited up Jonah upon the dry Land, 
Fonah 2. 10. of which Prayer of his in 
the filhes belly, and the great ſalvation 
obtained thereby , take his own con- 
feflion, Jonah 2.2,5,6, 7. And I cried 
by reaſon of mine affliction unto the Lord, 
and he heard me +, out of the belly of Hell 
cried I, and thon heardeſt my voice : The 
waters gompaſſed me about even to the ſoul; 
the depth cloſed me round about, the Weeds 
were wrapt about my head. I went down to the 
bottom of the mount ain:z the Earth with ker 
bars was about me forever : yet haſt thou 
brought up my tife from corruption, O Lord my 
God. When my for fain'ed within ne, Ire- 
membred the Lord.and my Prayer came in utt- 
0 thee, into thy Holy Temple. 


Thus the holy man . Peer alſo, being 
ſhut up in Priſon by «od, and bouwn 
wat 
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with two chains, kept al! night be- 
tween two Souldiers, the keepers alſo 
tanding before. the door ; being as 
2 ſheep fait bound and appointed for 
the ſlzuzhter next morning 3; by the 


. [Prayers of the Church at Ferzſalem was 


wonderfally delivered from death, and 
reſcued out of the hand of his enemies 
by an Angel, 44.12, 5, 6; 7, 8, 9, 10, 
LH. I2. 


2. Great, National, and publick qe- 
liverances have alſo been obtaines at 
the hands of God by the faithful Pray- 


ers of his people. 


Thus was Feruſalem and the whole 
Church of God delivered from the cruel 
rage, great power, and proud threat- 


- [nings of the King of Afjyria , by the 


Prayer of Hezetiah (an Army of a hun- 
dred fourſcore and five. thouſand being 
flain by che Angel of the Lord in one 
night) 1/a. 37. 21. Then Iſaiah the Sor 


of Amos ſent unto Hezekiah, ſaying, Thus 


faith the Lord God of Iſrael; whereas thou 
haſt prayed to me againſt Sennacherib King 
of Afſſyria, ver. 33. Therefore thus ſaith 
the Lord concerning the King of Afſyrias 

Þ 3 He 
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He ſhalt not come into this City, noy 
ſhoot an Arrow there, and come before it 
with ſhields, nor caſt a bank againſt it 
by the way that he came , by the ſame 
ſhall he return, and ſhall not come into 
this City, ſaith the Lord : for 1 will de- 
fend this City to ſave it, for my own ſake, 
and for my ſervant Davids ſake. And 
ver. 36. Then the Angel of the Lord went 
forth and ſmote in the Camp of the Afſy- 
rians an hundred and fourſcore and five 
thouſand,, and when ' they aroſe early in 
the morning, behold they were all dead 
' Corps. 

Oh tie admirable and wonderful 
Nrenzth of Faith in Prayer ! that one 
Praying Faithful Sainr of God ſhould 
preyail more by one Prayer of Faith, 
chin the greateſt Conquerors in the 
World could ever do by force and pow- 
ee! a hundred and fourſcore and fave thou- 
{and flain by the prayers of one man ! 
one Hezekiab Prays, and the whole 
Church of God is delivered ! 

Thus alſo when proud FHamar that 
wicked enemy of the people of God 
ha4 conſpire:i the utrer ruine- and de- 
ſe iftion of the Jews, in the days ( 
che captivity ; and the deſign was Jai 
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ſo ſure ( the Kings Royall affent be- 
ing obtained, and the decree gone 
forth into to all the Kings Provinces, 
and the day fet for the execution 
thereof) that it was impoſſible in the 
eye of reaſon, that it ſhould be diſap, 
pointed, yet by the prayers of good 
Mordecai, and the remnant of a poor 
deſpiſed people, a moſt glorious deli- 
verance was obtained ; the Kings heart 
ſuddenly and wonderfully changed ; 
the former decree and ſentence of 
death reverſed, Aordecai highly 
honoured and advanced, the Jews eve- 
ry where encouraged 5 wonderfully pre- 
ſerved, and feared by their enemies 3 
and wicked Haman, their proud and 
implacable enemy, with all his family 
deſtroyed and rooted out of the earth, 


Efther 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, and 9, chap- 


ers, 


Thus 2lſo when the children of 
Ammon, Moab, and Mount-Seir, had 
conſpired the utter ruine of the peo- 
ple of God, and joyned together in a 
numerous and multitudinous Hoſt, and 
ſuddenly invaded Judah for that end, 
ſuppoling themſelves . to: have. boy 
ure 
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ſure enough of their defign, there 
being no firength nor proviftion with 
Jeboſaphat, to withſtand them. A 
moſt wonderful and glorious victory 
and deliverance was obtained by the 
Prayer of good FJehoſaphat, 2 Chron, 
20. 3- And Fehoſaphat feared, and ſet 
himſelf to ſeek the Lord, v.6. And ſaid, 
O Lord God of our Fathers, art not 
thou God in Heaven ? and rule$t not 
thow over all the Kingdoms of the Hea- 
then? And in thine hand is there not 
power and might, ſo that none ts able to 
withſtand thee ? Art not thou our God, 
who didft drive out the inhabitants of this 
Land before thy people Iſrael, and gaveſt 
it to the ſeed of Abraham thy friend 
for ever? Aud they dwelt therein, and 
have built thee a Sanftuary therein for 
thy Name, ſaying, If when evil cometh | 
upon us, as the ſword, j.idgment, or peſti- | 
lence, or famine, we ſtand before this 
houſe, and in thy preſence (for thy Name 
# in this houſe Jand cry unto thee in our 
affliction, then thou wilt hear and belp. 
And now behold, the children of Ammon,and 
Moab, and Mount-Seir, whom thou would- 
eſt not let Iſrael invade, when they came 
out of the Land of Egypt, but they turn- 


ed 
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ed from them, and deſtroyed them not 
Behold (1 ſay ) how they reward ws, to 
come to caſt us out of thy poſſeſſion, which 
thou haſt given 1s to' mherit , O our 
God;. wile thou not judge them e for we have 
0: might againſt this great company that 
cometh againſt us : neither know we what 
ro: do; but our eyes are upon thee, And 
all Fudah ſtoud before the Lord with 
their little ones, their mives and their. 
children. 


Oh here is a Prayer of Faith ' indeed ] | 
there is muck of the life of: Faich, | 
and ſtrength of argument in this Prayer» | 
of . good Feheſaphar. 


t.: By Faich he ſees and pleads the: 
near relations betwixt God and his }. | 
People Iſrael, the feed of Abraham 
bis. friend. 


\ By Faith he prefſes God apon 
is Covenant and Promiſe made to: 
Abraham, Iſaac and. Facob, by which 
he gave the Land of Canaan(which is 
therefore. called the. Land of Pro- 
miſe) to Abraham and his. ſeed for: 
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3. By Faith he accknowledgeth and 
| emproveth che I and ruling 
power which God keepeth in his 
T own hand over all the Kingdoms of 
| the world, yea over the very Hea- 
| then, and choſe that are the enemies 
| of his Church and People ; and there- 
fore is able at all times to fruſtrate 
} their deepeſt Councils, & diſappoint their 
greateſt deſigns, bridle their greateſt rage 
and power, fo as to deliver his Peo- 

ple, chat put their traſt in him. 


| 


4. By Faith he pleads the ſpecial 


Solomon on the behalf of his People at 
the dedication of the Temple, and 
23pplies it to the Preſence Caſe in Hand. 


5. By Faith he improves the vari- 
ous paſkages of providence, clearing 
up the innocency and integrity of his 
People 1/racl, and the righteouſneſs of 
their cauſe, and on the contrary, de- 
clareth the guiltineſs, ingratitude, and 
wickedneſs of theſe ungodly nations 
that were now combined together to 
feek the rue of 1/rae!. 


And: 


Covenant and Promiſe of God made to | 
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And upon the whole leaves the caſe- | 
with God, as a moſt Ages = Jugge 
holy, faithful), and able ro plead the | 
caſe of his poor People in this great} } 
diſtrefs. | | 


And prevails ſo far with God by 
this prayer of Faith, that he harh a 
gracious anſwer, and a moſt glorious | 
' return in the wonderful Salvation of | 
the Church and Pegple of God for 
whom he prayed, m4 in the utter 
deſtruction and i wp of their 
potent enemies, againſt whom he pray- 
ed: for verſ. 14. Then, upon Fahaziel, 
&c. came the Spirit of the Lord in the 
midſt of the Congregation. And "heſaid, 
Thus ſaith the Lord unto you, Be not 
afraid nor diſmayed by reaſon of this 
great multitude, for the battel is not 
yours, but Gods. And ver.17. Te ſhall 
not need to fight in this battle : ſet yow 
' ſelves, ſtand ye ftill and ſee the Salvation 
of the Lord with you. And ver. 32. 
When they began to fing and to praife , 
the Lord ſet ambuſhments againft the 
children of Ammon, Moab, and Mount- 
Seir, which were come againſ®t Fudah, 
ang they were ſmitten, for the children of 
Ammen, 
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Ammon and Moab flood up againſt the 
Inhabitants of Mount-Stir, utterly to ſlay 
and deſtroy them : And when they had 
made an end of the Inhabitants of Seir, 
every one helped to deſtroy another. And 
when TFudah came toward the watch 
rower in the wilderneſs, they looked unto 
the multitude, and behold they were dead 
bodies fallen to the earth, and none 
eſraped. And verſ. 25, When 7ehoſaphat 
and his Peop'e came to take the ſpoil of 
them, they found among them in abund- 
ance, both riches, with the dead bodier, 
and precious Femeis (which they Stript off 
for themſelves ) more than they could Car- 
Ty away, and they were three days in 
gathering of the ſpii , ut was |o 
much. 


' Oh what a wonderful deliverance 
2nd ſalvation was here obtained by 
one Prayer of Faith ! Good Tehoſaphat 
Prays in Faith, and prevails by Pray- 
er with God ; The enemies are divid- 
ed one againſt another, and utterly de- 
ftroyed one by another ; 1/rae! ſaved 
with 2 wonderful! ſalvation, and great- 
Jy enriched with the ſpoil of their ene- 


anes ! 
4 The 
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4. The Saints and Servants of 
God by Faith in Prayer, have pre- 
vailed with God for the ſtopping the 


' | courſe, and changing the very Law 


of nature in his government of, the 
Creatures, ſo that _ they have at the 
command of God been ſerviceable to 
his Church and People, not onely 
beyond, but even againſt the courſe 
and law of nature. 


1. Inftance, So holy Joſhua by Faith 
in Prayer, commands the. Sun and 
Moon to ſtand ſtill, and ſtay their 
courſe, until he had avenged the 
Lords People upon their - enemies, 
Foſh. 10. 12. Then ſpake Joſhua to the 
Lord in the day. when. the Lord detiver- 
ed up the Amorites before the children 
of - Iſrael, And he ſaid in the ſight of 
Ifracl, Sun, ſtand thou ſtill upon Gibeon, 
and thou Moon in thevalley of Ajalon. 
And verſ. 13. The Sun ſtood ſtill, and 
the Joon ſtayed until the People had 
avenged themſelves upon their enemies. 
Is not thus written in the book, of Joſhua? 
So the Sun © ſtood ſtill in the midſt of 


| Heaven, and haſted not. to go down. about 
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@ whole day! And ver/. 14. There wa 
no day like that before #, or after it, 
that the Lord hearkened to the woice » 
& man, for the Lord fought for ial 


Oh the wonderful force, and pre- 
yailing Eflcacy of Faith in Prayer ! 
that even the courſe and law 
nature ( which no creature can refj 
or withſtand ) ſhould thereby be ſtay- 
ed ! Fob 38. 31, 32, 33, 34, 35: Ezeh, 
1, 17. And the Sun and the Moon 
(which by the ordinance of God are 
to be in continual motion, and move 
with ſuch © wonderful ſpeed, as to 
compaſs the world in the vaſt cir- 
> ag of the Heavens in a few 
hours ) ſhould at the word of a poor 
frail man, ſtand till, and ſtay their 
courſe for the ſpace of a whole day! 
Pſal. I9, TI, 2, 34> Js 6. 


2. Inſtance Thus alſo holy Moſes 
prevails with the Lord by Prayer, 
for the crying the waters of the 
Sea, even the Red Sea, fo that (con- 
frary to the law and ccurle of nature) 
they ſtood up on an heip, and 'were 


wall to {fact on the right hand, |ble 


and 


al 
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ind on the left, Exod. 14 Is, 16: 


fore cryeſt thow unto me f Speak uno the 
children of iſrael that they ga forward. 
But lift up thou thy Rod, and ſtretch 


vide it, and the children of Iſrael ſhall 
go on dry groond thorow the midſt of the 
Sea And verſ. 22. The children of 


. [Iſrael went into the midſt of the Sea wup- 


on the -day ground, and the waters were 
« wall unto them on their right band, 
awd on their left. 


Oh the admirable and marvellous 


(ſtrength and power of Faich in Pray- 
|er ! chat by it the waters of the Sea, 
[the depths of the Sea ſhonld be di- 


vided, and made to ſtand upon heaps, 
25 a wall to Gods Iſrael ? and yer ſoit 


Sea, even the Red Sea, and the 
waters. are divided, and become & 
wall to Iſrael in their paſſage towards 
Canaan, On the right hand, and on 
the left ! 


| All which (C with many other 
[bleſſed experiences of the Saints 
which 


And the Lord ſaid unto Moſes, Where-- 


wr thine hand over the Sea, and di- © 


is; ſes cryeth to the Lord at the 
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which might be inftanced in) do-amount 
to 2 ſufhcient teſtimony and witneſs to 
the truth 1n hand ; and doabundant! 
evince the truth of this bleſſed aint 
of the Lord Jeſus to his poor 1ervants 
- here on-earth: And all things whatſoever 

ye. ſhall ack un prayer, beheving, ye ſhall re- 
CEIVEs | | 


The grounds and reaſons of the point 
upon which this great truth is eſtablithed, 


and wherein the evidence and demon-| 
ſtrations thereof do yet more-fully ap-| 


pear, are briefly theſe three. 


I, Reaſon: The Prayers :of Faith, or 
believing Prayers of the Saints and Ser: 
vants of God here on Earth, are Heaver- 
born. They are influenced from Hex 
ven by the conduct and guidance of the 
holy Spirit, whoſe office it is to influe 
ence and manage the Saints in-this great 
concern and work of Prayer : So that the 
things which they ask of God in Prayer, 
(when they ask in Faith) are not ſo much 
the fruit ofthe inward breachings, and 
unſeigned deſires of their own hearts and 
ſpirits, as of the holy and bleſſed Spirit 


i. li" a. Aa. a. ans, Hhacs © 


of Grace breathing in them, and. teach» 


10g: 
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ing them to pray as they ought which of 
themſelves they neither know, nor can 
do, Rom. 8.26. Likewiſe, the Spirit alſo 
he:peth our infirmities : for we know not what 
we ſhould pray for as we ought: But the Spirit 
it ſelf maketh interceſſion for us, with groat- 
ings which cannot be uttered : And he that 
ſearcheth the heart, knoweth what « the mind 


| of ths Spirit, becauſe he maketh interceſſion 


for the Saints, according ts the will of God. 


So that the holy Spirit of God doth 
not oniy help and aſſiſt the Saints in the 
right manner of prayer, exciting their 
Graces, quickening and drawing out 
their affections, helping them to right. 
ends and aims in Prayer { all which are 


_ alſo neceſſarily required ) but doth alſo 


ſuggeſt and teach them the very matter 
of thetr Prayers; how and what to pray 
for, and ask of God, both for themſelves 
and others : The Spirit alſo helpeth our in- 
fir mities, for we know not what to pray for 
as we ought : But the Spirit it ſelf, &Cc. SO 
that the Saints are taught from Heaven 
what to pray for as they ought ; the Spi- 
rit of God from Heaven doth ceach and 
aſliſt them co pray here on Earth accord- 
ing to the Will of God. 

And 
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And how reproachfully and blaf- 
phemoul]y ſoever wicked and ungodly 
men do ſpeak of the ( fo called ) ex- 
temporary Prayers cf the Saints : yet 
they are no leſs than heaven-born 
the things which they are taught by 
the Spirit of God from Heaven to 
ask of God in Prayer. And let wic- 
ked men know, that in blaſpheming 
and reproaching the Prayers of the 
Saints, they do blafpheme the Spirit 
it ſelf : | But the Spirit it ſelf maketh 
interceſſion, &c. ] Wicked and ungodly 
men, who are ignorant of the Spirit 
of Praver, do exceedinigiy magnifie 
and cry up their ſtinted forms, and 
book-Prayers, becauſe ( as they imagin) 
compoſed and indited by holy and 
learned men, and that with the deep- 
eſt judgment, and moſt ſeriqus conſide- 
ration had of the things meet to be 
asked of God in Prayer : And do 
condemn the prayers of Gods Saints, 
becaule (as they judge in the darkneſs 
of their carnal mind, which is always 
enmity againſt God, Rom. 8. 7.) extem- 
porary, raſh, and inconfiderate, with: 
ont any, deep confideration and matter 


prepared- 
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prepared before-hand : but let fuch 
w, that the beſt of their ſtinted 


' [Forms and Book-Prayers, are but in- 


dited by men on earth ; and on the 
other hand, the prayers of Gods 
Saints and ſervants offered up in Faith 
(though extemporary ) are indicted by 
the Spirit of God in Heaven, and 
given in immediatly by the Miniſtrati- 
on of the Goſpel of the holy Spirit, 
who knoweth better whac is meet 
to be askked of God in Prayer, (ex- 
temporary ) than the greateſt Biſhops, 
Doctors, and learned men upon the 
earth can do, by their deepeſt conſul- 
tation. 


And let ſuch- refolve this queſtion 
whether are moſt agreeable ro the will 


and mind of God, thoſe prayers which 


are indited by the Spirit of God in 
Heaven, and given in from above, as 
all the prayers of che Saints are which 
they pur up in Faith : or thoſe which are 
compoſed and impoſed by the carnal 
wildom, and coercive power of men 
” Fs contrary to the Word of 
od : 


And 
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And let me add this one word 
more; that the Prayer of the pooreſt 
Saint, tho encompaſſed with utmoſt 
humane frailties and infirmities, yet 
being breathed by the holy Spirit in- 
to his heart, and breathed. out again 
in Faith by the help of the ſame 
Spirit, hath more of heavenly wiſdom ; 
and true ſpiritual excellency in it, 
than the moſt magnified and admired 
Form that ever was compoled 'by the 
greateſt Doctors, and learned. men in 
the world: For Foh. 3.6. That which 
z& & born of the fleſh, is fleſh: and that 
which zz born of the Spirit, ' is Spirit, 
And apain, ver/ 31. He thar ts of the 
earth, is earthly, and ſpeaketh of the 
earth, he that cometh from Heaven is 
above all. As Jeſus Chriſt came from 
Heaven, and therefore was above all 
the Prophets and Apoſtles : fo alſo 
the Spirit of God cometh from Hea- 
ven, and is above all the Dottors, 
Biſhops, and learned men in the 
world, in teaching us how and what 
to pray for as we ought. | 


And hence it is, that true Spiritual 
and Heavenly prayer, is yy 
rom 


Is _ C— 


FO 


— —— wi. aff. pa—_ ﬀ uf w-- £57 


_—_ - 


; 


| Faith in Praycr. 127 


from all hypocritical ſhews, and preten- 
ces of prayer by -this character, Epbeſ: 
6. 18. Praying always, with all Prayer and 


| |Supplication in the Spirit. Irue Prayer 


2nd Suppiication 1s always 1n the Spirit. 
And again, 7xde 20. Praying in the Holy 
Ghoſt. 


The ſam and cloſe of the matter, is, 
Prayers of Faith do come from God, and 
therefore muſt needs prevail with God ; 
prayers of Faith are Heaven-born, and 
therefore muſt needs find acceptance 
there. | 


- 2. Reaſon. The Prayers of Faith, or 
the believing prayers of the Saints and 
People of God, do always fall in with 
the Will of God: The Rinted Forms, 
and compoſed Prayers of forma! Hypo- 
critical pretenders to Religion, do always 
in one thing or other run counter to the 
Will of God. In the very matter of 
their Petitions, it being impoiſ:ble that 
luch as keep themſelves to a itinted Form 
of Prayer, and oblige themſelves to uſe 
ſuch a form of words in prayer, and no 
other , ſhould avoid rhis Rock ( upon 
which they mult inevitably fail and = 
(NEM- 
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themſelves ) that the things which they 
fo ask, muſt of neceffity run croſs to the 
will of God : let them take what Form 
they will, and ſtint themſelves to the con- 
Kant ule of it (as the Hypocrites do) 
and experience will quickly teach them, 
that in ſo doing they muſt contradi 
the revealed Will of God in their Peti- 
tions; and therefore ſuch prayers muſt 
needs be very fraitleſs. 

But the prayers of the ſincere children 
of God, which are indeed prayers of 
Faith, and the breathings of Gods owt 
Spirit in them, do always concur, and 
fall in with the Will of God : And as 
he that ſearcheth the heart knoweth what 


is the mind of the ſpirit, in the hearts of his] 


children: ſo the Spirit ſearcheth all things, 
yea the ceep things of God, Rom.8, 27, Bo 
cauſe he, (3.6. the holy Spirit of God) wat: 
eth interceſſion for the Saints, according tl 
the will of God. 1 Cor. 2. 10, 11. 

Faith looks at the Will of God as het 


rule in askingz and in things abow|. 
which the Will of God: is revealed,]| 


Faith will be poſitive, and ask abſolute 
ly without an if : but in things about 
which the Will of God is yet ſecret and 
unknown, Faith will ask with ſubmiſſion 
t0 
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tothe will of God. Nor my will, but thy will 
be done, is the language of Faith in ſach 
caſes. And it is as impoſhble for Faith 
to err in this particular, and to miſs of 
the will of God in asking, as it is for the 
Sun in the Firmament, to miſtake his 
way in his heavenly perambulation : or 
for the waters of the Rivers to miſtake 
their way into the Sea, that they ſhould 
not come into, and coincidate with the 
Ocean. 


Whatfoever therefore the Saints do 
zsk in Faith, they do ask according to 
the Will of God, whether it be ſecret 
or revealed ; For the rule which Faith 
looks at, 15 an unerring rule, viz. the 
whole light of Scripture-revelation. And 
the conduct and guide by which Faith is 
directed in asking, is an unerring guide, 
even the holy Spirit of God, Rom. 8 26. 
which perfectly knoweth and ſearcherh 
what 1s the mind and will of God in 
-— caſes, whether ſecret or mani- 


And it is worthy obſervation, how the 
poor Saints of God are oft times, by a 
kcret inſtinR and conduct of the Spirik 
guide 
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guided 1n prayer, to ask thoſe very rhings 
of God, which he is about to do and 
bring to paſs, beyond what is revealed or 
made known: 


As when Lot asked of God in Prayer , 
the preſervation of the City Zoar, which 
was threained, and in viſible danger of 
periſhing in the common deſtruction of 
Sodomand Gomorrah, and yet was preſery- 
ed by the prayer of righteous Lor, who 
was queſiionleſs guided in his asking that 
City above any other, by the ſecrer in- 
ſtint of the Spirit, who knew what 
was the ſecret w1i}l and purpoſe of 
God in that matter, and therefore 
taught Zo: to make intercetiion for 
tt according to the wiil of God Ger, 
16. 19, 20, 21, 


Thus alſo that holy woman Har 
nah, when ſhe prayed for a Son, and 
in the pouring out of her ſpirit to 
the Lord in prayer, did before- hand 
dedicate and devote him to the Lerd 
all his days, was queſtionleſs guiced 
by a ſecret and ſpecial inſtinct of the 
ſpirit, to ask of God that very ching 
that was in the heart and parpole > 
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God concerning . her and her Son» 
though as yet fecret and unknown, 
1 Sam. I.10, It. 

Thus alſo the laſt Martyrs that ſaf-_ 
fered in the Marian days, were 
taught from Heaven by the ſecret con- 
du6t of the Spirit, to ask of God in Pray- 
er that they might be the laſt that ſhould 
ſaffer in that manner, and that the Lord 
would pur an end to the aftlitions of his 
people. And were in that Petition gra- 
ciouſly heard and anſwered : for preſent- 
ly the life of that wicked Queen was cut 
off by the hand of God : And though 
many others were condemned, and war- 
rants iflued out for the burning of them, 
yet the tidings of the Queens death ſtay- 
ed the execution, and thoſe precious 
Souls were, according to their Petition, 
the laſt that ſuffered in that bloody per- 
ſecution. Fox Martyrol, vol. 3. p. 893. 

Whatever therefore the Saints do ask 
of God in Prayer, by the help of his ho- 
ly Spirit, and by Faith inthe Name of 
Jeſus Chriſt, they do ask according to 
bis Will, and therefore muſt needs pre- 
vail in Heaven, and have ſuch peritions 
granted and fulfilled on Earth, « Joh. 
F, Ia, 15, xd this is the confidence thar 
© Te 


1.132 The Efficacy of 


we have in him, that if we ack, any thing| 


according to his will, he heareth ww. And 
:f we know that he heareth us, whatſoever 
we ak , we know that we have the Petition; 
that we deſired of him. 
EE Reaſon The Prayers of the Saints 
offered up in Faith, do fall under the 
bleſſing of the mediation and interceſſion 
of Jeſus Chriſt, thac great High Prieſt 
over the Houſe of God, who is entred 
into the Heavens, even Jeſus the Son of 
God, whole office it is to offer up the 
prayers of all the Saints with the ſpiri- 
tual incenſe of his merits, whereby they do 
become acceptable to God, Heb .4. 14, 16, 
It pertained to the office, and was the 
cuſtom of the Prieſts under the Law to 
enter within the vail, and offer _ 
ſweet Incenſe with the prayers of the 
Congregation, who uſually were without 
the door of the Tabernacle, praying at the 
time of Incenſe: Exod. 3o. 6, 7. Levit, 
16.12. And the time of the Priefts 
offering up Incenſe was obſerved by the 
Congregation as a ſpecial time and ſea- 
ſon for prayer- Zuke 1.8, 9, 10. And 
all this was to typifie and point out ſome- 
thing of the prieſtly and Mediatorial 


Office of Jeſus Chriſt, who 1s gow en 
r 
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tred within the vail, into the holy of 


holtes, i. e. the heavenly places them- 
ſelves, there to appear in the preſence 
of God for us, as a Prieſt for ever, after 
the order of Melchiſedeck : Heb. 6. 19, 20. 
and 9. 24. Tooffer up all the ſpiricual 
Sacrifices and ſervices of the Saints unto 
his Father, with the ſprinkling of his 
blood, and ſweet perfume and incenſe of 
his precious merits upon them, where- 
by their perſons, though compaſſed with 
many ſins and infirmities, and their fer- 
vices, though weak and imperfe&t in 
themſelves , are made infinitely accep- 
table and well pleaſing unto the Father 
througiz him. 

1. Their perſons are made acceptable 
unto the Father through him , Epheſc 1; 
6. To the praiſe of his Glorious grace, where- 
in he hath made us accepted in the beloved, 

Oh ye precious Saints of God, know 
that the acceptation of your perſons with 
the Father, ſtands not in your own Saint- 
ſhip, and perſonal righteouſneſs, but in 
the imputed righteouſneſs, precious 
blood and merits of Jeſus Chriſt,which is 
made yours by Faith : So that by the 
blood of Jeſus ye are now made Kings 
and Prieſts unto his Father, and may 

& 23 come 


t 
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come to. the thrdne of grace with 
acceptation, Kev. 1.5» 6, Unto him that 
hath loved us, and waſhed us from our ſin 
in his awn blood: And hath made us King 
and Priefls unto God and hu Father ;, there. 
fore ye may come boldly to the throne 
of grace, through the glorious intercel. Fa 
fion of Jeſus your great High Prieſt, 
Heb. 4.14. Seeing then that we have a 
great High Frigeſt, that u paſſedintothe Hea- F 
wens, Jeſus the Son of God; Vet. 16, 
Let ws come boldly nnto the throne of grace 
And again, Epheſ. 2}. I2. Jnwhom we 7 
have boldneſs and acceſs by the Faith of him, 
2. The ſervices, and ſpiritual facri: 
fices of the Saints which they offer 
up to God in Faith, are acceptable to 
the Father through Jeſus Chriſt, 1 Per. 
2.5. Ye alſo as lively ſtones are built » 
A ſpiritwal-houſe, an holy Priefthood, ti 
offer up ſpiritual ſacrifice, acceptable t1 
God by Feſus Chriſt. 
Where obſerve, that the mediation 
2nd Interceffion of Jeſus Chriſt, is 
the procuring cauſe of all the Saint 
2cceptation with God, both as to the 
perſons, and as to their ſervices, whit 
here are called ſpiritual ſacrifice. 
ye Saints of God, know, that ou 
act 


wes FX CON 


my +. es , A == © FI 


Faith in Prazer, 135 


facrifices are not therefore acceptable 
to God, becauſe ſpiritua!, but becauſz 
offered to God thorow Jeſus Chriſt be- 
cauſe ſprinkled with the blood of Chriit. 

Now it is the-nature and property 
of Faith to lezd us out of our ſcives 
for acceptation, as well as for affiit- 
ance, unto the blood, and righteontnets 
and merits of Jeſus Chriit, and Faith 
ſeeks its acceptation with the Father 
only, and wholly through the media- 
tion of Jeſus the Son of God, Rom. 5. I. ' 
Iſa. 45, 24. Gal. 2.19 20. 

And therefore all the prayers of the 
Saints, which are pur up in Faith, -do 
come under the mediation, and glorious 
interceſſion of Jefus;and are offered up to 
the Father by the hand of Chriſt, who 
15 therefore called the Angel of the 
Covenant, and ſaid to ſtand before the 
Altar, i. e. the Incenſe Altar, becauſe 
he offerech up contifiually the Prayers of 
the Saints with his own hand, perfumed 
with the Incenſe of his oivn merits uato 
the Father, Rev. 8. 3, 4. And another 
Angel came and food at the Altar, have- 
ing a golden Cenſer. And there was given 
unto him much Incenſe, that he ſhould offer 
it with the Prayers of all the Saints upon 

Wu 3 the 
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the golden Altar which was before the 
Throne : And the ſmoke of the Incenſe which 
came with the Prayer» of the Saints, af. 
gended up before God,out of the Angels hand, 

Oh needs muſt the prayers of Faith, 
the believing prayers of all the Saints 
alcend up before God, and prevail 
in Heaven, which are offered up by the 
hand of this bleſſed Angel, even Jeſus, 
who 1s before the Throne, And is there 
continually ! ſo that it is always the time 
of Incenſe with the Congregation of 
Gods praying People; for this bleſſed 
Angel is day and night before theThrone, 
offering up their prayers with the pure 
Incenſe of his merits : Jeſus the Media- 
ror and High Prieſt of our profeſſion, is 
alway within the vail, carrying on this 
part of his Prieſtly office in Heaven, 
Heb. 7.25. Seeing he ever liveth to make 
nterceſſion for them. 

I. Uſe. If the Efficacy of Faith in 
Prayer be (ſuch, that the Saints may there- 
by prevail in Heaven : And that all 
things, whatſoever they ſhall ask in pray- 
er, believing, they {hall receive 5 then 


wo be to all ſuch as have the prayers | 


of the Saints juſtly engaged againſt rem. 
It is eaſter to ſtand before the greateſt, 
Armies 


eat 
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},|Armies, before the combined powers 
-4 and policies of the greateſt Monarchs 
,/.and Princes in the world, than to ſtand 
1.|before the prayers of two or three poor 


Saints, who pray in Faith, and cry day 


te/and night co God for help againſt: their 
|| wicked periecutors. 


*'Tis ſtoried of the Champions, and 
Worthies of the O!d Teſtament, among 


«| other worthy deeds, and great things 


which they did by Faith : That by it 


#|they put to flight the Armies of the 


Aliens, and ſubdued Kingdoms , Heb. 
11, 33. Who through Faith ſubdued King- 
doms, ſtopped the mouths of Lyons, quench- 
ed the violence of fire, eſcaped the edge of 
the ſword; out of weakneſs were made 
ftrong ;, waxed valiant in fight 5 turned 
to flight the Armies of the Aliens. By 
Faith, 7. e. by prayers of Faith; for they 
cryed unto the Lord in their ſtraits, and 
under the great oppreſſions and tyranny 
of their enemies, they prayed to the 
Lord for help againſt them : And by 
Faith in Prayer they obtained help from 
God againſt their perſecutors. 
_ Their Enemies were wonderfully 
" brought under , mighty Kingdoms ſub- 
dued, and whole Armies ſtrangely con- 
G4 - quered 
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quered, and ſhamefully put to flight, 

Sometimes without means; as Pha. 
ra0þ and all his Hoſt at the Red Sez, 
Exod, 14. 27, 26. 

Sometimes by weak and contemptible 
means 3 as Siſera fell by the hand of! 
woman, Judges 4.21, And King Herod 
thar bloody perſecutor, died by Worm 
or Lice, A#. 12,23, And the whole 
Army of the Miaianres with the Ama- 
lekites, and all the Children of the Eaſt, 
who lay upon the ground like Grathop- 
pers fo great was their milititude ) were 
put to flight by the dream of a Barley 
Cake tumbling into the Hoſt of Mzidian, 


Judg. 5.12, 13» 14 

*Somerimes by contrary means, again{! 
the very Law of nature, friend{hip, and 
natural .affetion. So proud and blaiphe- 
mous Sennacherib fell by his own Sons. 
whilſt he was worſhiping in the houtle of 
Niſer1th his God, 1a. 37. 38. who were 
wonderfaily over-ruled by the power ano 


providence of God, even again{t the Law| 


of nature and Religion, ro execute the 
wrath of God ; and avenge the cauſe of 
his praying people upon this proud and 
wicked per{ecutor. So alfo the children 
'of Morb; Ammon, and Mounr-Seir, who 


vere 
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| were confederate againſt Judah, were 


by the jaſt judgment of God at the pray- 
er of good Fehoſaphat, givenup toſuch a 
ſpirir- of diviſtion and hatred amongſt 
themſelves, that they fully fer themſelves 
to deſtroy one another, and-ceafed not 
till there was not one of them left,2 Chron 
20. 23, 24 

Sometimes by preternatural and extra- 
ordinary means, where ordinary means 
have failed. Thus the five Kings and 
their Armies that fought againit '79ſuah 
were ſubdued and deſtroyed chiefly by 
hailſtones from Heaven. 7oſh. 10. 10, It. 
and thus the King of 4fjria's Army, 
conſiſting of an hundred and fourſcore 
and five thouſand , were {lain in one 
night by the hand of an Angel, 1/a. 27. 
36. Thus the mouths of thoſe greedy and 
roaring Lions were ſtopped by an An-> 
ge], that they could not ſo much as touch 
Daniel, Dan. 6. 22. And the burning 
gba power of the fiery Furnace 
{o quenched by the glorious preſence of 


the Son of God, that it had no power 
{o much as to {inge the garments, or hair 
of the heads of thoſe three worthies, 
Shadrach, Meſhach, and Abednego, Dan, 


3+ 25, 20, 27: 
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_ So that the greateſt Monarchs, Prin- 
ces, Generals, Armies, and Kingdom 
of the world, have not been able to 
Nand before the Prayers of the Saints of 
God, when they have prayed in Faith, 
and cryed to the Lord for help againſt 
| them! 

| Wo thereforebe unto all thoſe againſt 
whom the Ele of God do cry for venge- 


; © anceday andnight!*Tis not in the power 


of the greateſt worldly force and policy 
ro ſecure them from the revenging hand 
of God: No, but ſuch muſt certainly 
fall before the prayers of Gods Elec, 
Luke 18. 7, 8. And ſhall not God avenge his 
own Elett, which cry day and night unto 
him ; though be bear long with them ( 3. e. 
with the perſecutors ) IT tell you that he 
Tl avenge them ſpeedily. 

Oh that therefore the Kings and Prin- 
ces, and Rulers of the Earth would be 
wiſe and take heed how by perſecuting 
and oppreſſing the People of God, they 
conſtrain them to cry to Heaven againſt 
them ! *Tis bleſſed counſel which the 
Spirit of God gives by the mouth of his 
ſervant David, Pſal. 2. 10. Be wiſe now 
therefore,O je Kings, be inſtrufted, ye Fuages 
of the Earth: Serve the Lord withfear, and 

rejoyce 
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rezoyce with trembling, Kiſs the Song; leſt. 
he be angry, and ye periſh in the way: When © 
his wrath t kindled but a little, bleſſed are 
all they that put their truſt in him, 

2. Uſe. What a great mercy and 
blefling then are the Saints and People 
of God to the Nations, and Kingdoms. 
and Countries where they live 3 who as 
ſo many Princes, or rather Kings and. 
Prieſts, have power with God ; and can 
by Faith in prayer prevail with him for. 
any thing ? 

What a mercy was one praying. o/es 
:0 the Nation of 7/raz!, when they had. 
provoked the Lord to jealonſte by the 
wolden Calf Pal 1c6. 23. 

What a great mercy was one. praying. 
Lot to the City Zoar, which ſhould 
have been deſtroyed with Sodom and Go- 
morrah, had not Lot prayed for it? Gen, 
19,21, 

What a great blefling was holy 7acob 
(who was a great wreſtler with God in 
Prayer, 2:id as a Prince, had power with 
God, and prevailed, and upon that ac- 
count had his Name changed from Facob 
to 1ſracl) what 4 mercy I ſay was he to 
the whole Family of his Ulncle Zaban, 
whilſt he ſojourned there? Gen, 22, 24, 
28. Gen. JO. 27+ That - 
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That ſpeech of the Lord to King Abime- 
ech, and his People, concerning Abraham 


a poor traveller and ſtranger, who came. 


but ro ſojourn in his Country for a time, 
is very remarkable, Ger. 20, 7. Now there- 
fore refore the man his Wife z, for he is a Pro- 
phet, and he ſhall pray for thee, and thou ſhalt 
tive. Wrath was gone out from the Lord 
againſt King Abimelech and his People. 
And the prayers of Abraham, a poor ſtran- 
ger, prevail in Heaven for the life of 
Abimnelech, who otherways was but a 
dead man, and for thoſe in his houſe, 
whoſe wombs were faſt cloſed up, becauſe 
of Sarah Abraham's Wite, whom Abime- 
jechhad finfully taken to him. Gen. 20. 3, 
17.18, Their.own fin (not Abraham's ſ0- 
journing) had procured wrath againſt 
them. And Abrabam by Prayer Procu- 


zeth {paring and healing mercy for them ! | 


A finning, Court, who oaily provoke the 
Lord againit chemfelves and ſubjects, had 
aced of fome praying toals daily to inter- 
ced for them ! 

How great therefore is the errour of the 


wicked:who look upon the People of God / 


2s the onely troudlers of their 1/rael 1 Kin. 


5 27. 2nd attribute the cauſe of all their | 


calamnitios & troubles to the Lords faithful 


— ——— 
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ſervants 3 which they procure unto them- 
ſelves by their own wickedneſs : Juſtly 
therefore may the Lords People anſwer 


| ſach .4habs,in the words of that oldNon- 


conformiſt & good Prophet Elijah, Kin. 
18. 18.We have not troubled Iſrael,but thou, 


and thy Fathers houſe,in that ye have forſaken 


the Commandments of the Lord, and thou haſt 
followed Baalim | *Tis not the Zealous and 
Conſcientious Non-conformiſt, that trou- 
bles the Court and Country, but the Ido- 
latrous and ſuperſtitious party, who caſt 
off the Commandments of the Lord, and 
{et up their own inventions, and as a great- 
er a22ravation of their wickedneſs, would 
compel others to {in with them, P/a. 
106. 29. Rev. 13.12, 15, 16. 

Oh chat therefore the eyes of the Na- 
tions, of the Kings and Judges of the earth 
were opened to diſcern aright. and to ſee 
who are the troublers of /ſ--e/, and who 
are the chariots and horſemen thereof : 
Well! that bleſſed day is a coming, 
where the Kings of the earth even ſhall 
bate tat ſcarlet whore, and tear her fleſh 
2nd burn her vith fire, even fo Amen, 
Rev, 17. 16, 17. The good Lord haſten 
It in his due time, and let all the Saints 
tay, come Lord Feſws, come quickly, Well 
then ! 
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then | whatever wicked men ſay, what 
ever proud men ſay out of the blindneſs, 
and hardneſs, and unbelief of their hearts; 
yet the Zealous and Conſcientious Non- 
conformiſts are not the troublers of//-ae!, 
but the Chariots and Horſe-men thereof ; 
Are not the Kings enemies, but his and 
their Countries beſt friends ; and wicked 
men will be found at laſt to be the worſt 
ſubjets and enemies both to their King 
and Country. 2. King. 2. 12, Rev. 16. 13, 
14, Rev. 19. 19,20, 21, 

Let the Nations, Kings and Princes of 
the earth therefore know, that *cis their 
beſt intereſt to cherich, prote& and in- 
courage apraying and a holyPeople,though 
chey cannot in all things conform co rheir 
Laws and cuſtoms in the matters of Gods 
moſt holy worihip, about which the holy 
God is ſo jealous, and his People ſo truly 
and tenderly Conſcientious, Exod, 20. 5. 
Dan. 3. 7, 18. 4nd 6. 10. And the pray- 
ers of ach People ſhall prevail inore in 
Heaven for their King and Country, i: 
order to their Defence and ſafety, than a! ! 
the Chariots and Horſe-men, Souldiers 
and Armies, Powers _ Policy that the 
whole world can afford them. 

3. V/e. Then, O ye Saints and Pons 
'® 
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of the Moſt high God, who have received 
the ſpirit ofAdoption,and have an intereſt 
in Jeſus that great High Prieſt, who is en- 
tred into the "Heavens far us, even Jeſus 
the Son of God, come boldly and daily to 
the throne of grace,improve your intereſt 
in Heaven, and try what Faith and Prayer 
will do there for the helpof your native 
Country , your poor afflicted brethren a- 
broad in the world, for the conſolation & 
deliverance of Zion, that City of God, & 
for the confuſion and deſtruction ofmighry 
Babel,that Mother of Harlots, and abom1- 
nations of the earth, who bath corrupred 
the wholeearth with her fornications, in- 
volved the wholeCreation in {auch a woful 
bondage and thraldom. and made her ſelf 
| drunk with the blood of Saints and Mar- 
tyrs of Jeſus. Come boldly I ſay to the 
throne of Grace, and cry mightily to 
Heaven even day and night, and give the 
Lordnoreft till.he doth ariſe, & make his 
_—_— a praiſe in the earth, and fulfil 
all thoſe glorious things which are ſpoken 
of that City of God, and execute all the 
judgements written againſt Babylon, to 
bind her Kings in chains, and her Nobles in 
links of Iron. This honour have all his 
Saints, Heb. 4. 16, Luk 18. 7. 1/a. 62,6, 7 
Pfal 


145 The Efficacy «f 


 Fſalm the 87.3. and 7/al. 149. 7, 8, 9. | 


O ye Saints, this isan honour that the 


God of Heavenand Earth hath put apon 
you( by virtue of the anointing and uni: 
on of the holy one that is upon you ) fer 
that end ro be the witneſles of Jeſus Chriſt, 
Rev. 11.3, 4,5, 6. and to open and ſhur 
Heaven by your Prayers, and to {mire rhe 
earth with plagues as often as ye will, to 
pray down the mighty Kingdom of Babe! 
Rev, i1, 15. which is Antichriſt, and ro 
pray up the glorious and everlaſting King- 
dom of Jeſus Chriſt; to pray out theſe 
01d Heavens, and old earth, wherein dwel- 
Jeth wickedneſs, and to pray in the new 
Heavens, and new Earth, wherein ſhall 
dwell righteouſneſs and peace, 2 Per, 3. 
13, 13- 


This is an honcur, I ſay, which the God | 
of Heaven and Fartch hath put upon you, 


that ye ſhould ſtand' before the God of 


the whole earth. and be inſtrumental and | 


influential in and about thele great things. 
Lech. 4. 14. 

And this konour can no man take from 
you; this is a Priviledge and Honour 
given you from, Heaven, and tis not 
in the power of all the Devils in 


Hell by Tempting, nor all the ito” 
0 


j 
| 
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Faith in Prayer. 147 


(of Ear th by perſecuting, to take it from 


you ; they may caſt !you into Priſons lay 


[you in the darkeſt dungeons, drive 


you into exile and baniſhment, but ſtill 
where-ever you are, whar- ever your ont- 
ward condition be ; Heaven 1s open over 
your heads,and theſpiricof grace is'nigh 
your hearts, ye may have acceſs to the 
throne of grace, they cannot keep out the 
Spirit from you, for ſhut out your prayers 
from aſcending before God 3 if they will 
not ſuffer youto utter words, ye may pour 
out your ſpirits,and (igh and groan inward- 
ly and he who ſearcheth the hearc know- 
eth what is the min. of che ſpirit, 1 Sam. 
1.13, 15. Rom. 8,26,27. I ſay ye may come 
freely & boldly to the throne of grace,the 
way 15 open,and none can thut it;'tis a new 


| &a living way.not of works,burt of grace; 


| not by the biood of Bulls and of Goats, 
' but by the blood of Jeſus ; neither your 


_ 


{1ns, nor your enemies therefore can ithut 
it; if it were an old Covenant way of ac- 
cels by works, and mans righteouſneis, 
your {ins might ſhut ic, and you not be 
able to enter into the holie{t ;. or if it 
vere a way of acceſs by carnal and exter- 
nal Sacrifices, your Enemies might 
ihut it, and make the. daily _ 
ce 


148 The F flicacy of 


fice to ceaſe, Dar.. 8, 11, Either by 


denying you liberty , or wherewithall 
to ſacrifice. 


Bur now ſeeing it is a new Covenant 


way of accels, not by werks, and mans 
righteou!ite(;, Lut by free grace, and Gods 
righteoutiels imputed by Faith to them 
that believe not by external ſacrifice, but 
by the blood and ſpirit of Jeſus the Son of 
God ; lift up your heads, and kgow that 
tis not in the power of your fins, or ene- 


mies, to hinder your daily acceſs to the 


throne of grace ; if you have Faith but as 
a grain of Muſtard- ſeed, and come in the 
exerciſe of that Faith by the blood of Je- 
ſus, ye may ask and have, prevail with 


God by prayer for all things whatſoever 


there is nothing too great, or too good for 
God to beſtow upon you ; he hath ſet you 
no bounds, but bids you ask what you will: 
And all things, whatſoever ye ſhall askjn pray- 


1 
lf 


en 


er, believing, ye ſhall receive, Let me there-_ 


fore cloſe up this exhorcation with the 
words of the holy Apoſtle, Heb. 10. 19,20, 
21,22. Having therefore boldneſs to enrer mto 
the bolieſt by the blood of Jeſus, by a new and 
living way, which he hath conſecrated for us, 
through the wail, that is to ſay, hu fleſh; and 

having an nigh Prieſt over the houſe of G _ 

et 


Om _ 


149 
Let us draw near with atrue heart, and in 
full aſſurance of Faith: havitg our hearts 
ſprinkled from an evil conſcience. 

Laſt Uſe. And roſhutup all, O ye 
Ifracl of God, who asPrinces have power 
with him thus to prevail in Heaven, that 
all things whatſoever ye ask in prayer be- 
lieving ye are ſure to receive ; give all 
the glory unto Jeſus Chriſt, and caſt your 
crowns down at his feet, and give glory to 
the Lamb, through whom alone it is 
that ye thus overcome and prevail by Faith 
againſt all the powers of Hell and Earth. 

Oh learn that new ſong, Rev. 5. 9. Thou 
art worthy to take the book, and to open the ſeals 
thereof{ not we are worthy, but thou arc 
worthy) ro have honour, . and glory, and 
bleſſing, and power : As verſc 12, 13. for 
verſ. 10. Thou waſt ſlain, and haſt redeemed 
us to God by thy blood, out of every kindred, 
tongue, and People, and nation, and haſt made 


Faith in Frayer. 


| 1s unto pur God Kings and Prieſts, 


Oh Know, and freely confets before An- 
gels and men, that it 15 not by your own 
bolineſs} or righteouſneſs, that ye do any 
of theſe zreat things ; but by Faith in the 
name.the bleſſed and holy name of jeſus; 
let the ſame mind be in you, that was in 
the holy/ Apoſtles, Peter and Fohn, who 
when 
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when they had done a great work upqn the 
impotent man ( who was lame from his 
Mothers womb, which drew the eye of 
the People with great admiration towards 
them) did humble»and1ebaſe themielves, 
that Chriſt alone might be magnified,and 
have all the glory of what they had done, 
dire&ing the eye, and expectation of the 


People from them unto Jeſas the Son of | 


God, A. . 12. Temen of Iſrael, why mar- 
vel ye at this? Or why look ye ſoearneſtly on 
us ? as though by our own power or holineſs we 
had made this man to walk ? The God of 
Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, the God of our 
Fathers bath glorified his Son «Jeſus, whom 
ye delivered up, &c. And verſ, His name, 
through Faith in bis name hath made thi: 
man ſtrong whom ye ſee and know, Tea the 
Faith which is by him, hath given him this 
perfett ſoundneſs in the preſence of you all, 


ks 
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Oh here is a choice and excellent ſpirit 
indeed ! here is the life and gjory of Faith | 


indeed ! to do great things in the name and 
ſtrength of Chriſt ; and then to give all 
the glory back again to him ! 

Oh yeSaints and Servants of God.know 
that*tisnot by your own powerand holi- 
neſs, by your own Saintſhip and wortht- 
neſs, but by the power and holinets, by 
the 
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Faithia Prayer. IFI 


' the blood and righteouſneſs, by the medi- 


ation and interceſſion of Jeſus, that ye do 
any of theſe great things by Faith in pray- 


EF 

Therefore I ſay again and again, give 
all the glory to Jeſus Chriſt 3 :ernothing 
be given to faith, nothing be given to 
prayer, nothing be given or aſcribed to 


| your own Saintſhip or holinefs, bur let 


all the glory be given to God, and to the 
Lamb, who is in the mid(t of the throne, 
but the holy Angels, the four beaſts, and 
four and twenty Elders, with all the hea- 
venly hoſt, whole number 15 ten thou- 
ſand times ten thouſand, are all about the 
throne, not ſharing the glory and honour 
with Jeſus Chriſt, though they have been 
miniſterially inſtramentally in the hand 


| of Chriſt co accompliſh theſe great works; 
| but giving all the glory to him, and to 
| him alone, Rev. 5+ II. 12,13, 14. And 1 
| beheld, awd 1 heard the woice of many An- 


gels round about the throne, and the beaſts 
and the Elders, and the number of them was 
ten thouſand times ten thouſand, and thou» 
ſands of thouſands, Saying with a loud voice, 
worthy 15 the Lamb that was ſlain, to receive 
power and riches and wiſdom,and ſtrength,and 
honour, and glory, and bleſſing. Andevery 
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creature which is in Heaven and on earth, 
and under the earth, and ſuch as are in 
the ſea, and all that are in them, heard 1 
ſaying, bleſſing, honour glory, and Power, 
be unto him that ſitteth upon the Throne, ana 
*unto the Lamb for ever and ever. And the 
four beaſts and the four and twenty Elders 
fell down and worſhiped him that liveth for 
ever and ever, Even ſo Amen. 

And let all the Angels in Heaven, 
and all the Saints in Heayen and in 
Earth, and all creatures, Perſons, and 
things be nothing, be leſs than nothing 
be over-ſhadowed and diſ-appear, that 
Jeſus Chriſt the Lamb of God may be all 
in all, and appear in his glory, and ſhine 
as the Sun of righteouſneſs in the high- 
eſt Heavens for ever and ever. 

And let all the Saints and holy An- 
pels who are but ſtars, remember and 


now, that they ſhine but with a bor- 


10 
ar 


an 
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rowed light, and therefore muſt diſap- | an 


pear at the appearing of this glorious 
Sun, that all the world may behold 
his face in Righteouſneſs, and the whole 
Earth be Enlightened with his glory. 

Let him be true, and every man a Lyar, 
Let him be holy, and every man a ſinner ; 


he muſt increaſe, but we muſt decreaſe. 
And 


; 


| That he may be glorified, 


Faith in Prayer. 153 


And let every Saint and Servant of 


God fay. let every friend of the Bride- 
groom ſay, This my joy therefore is ar 
led: for this is the great end of the 
Saints acces unto, and acceptance win 
the Farher through Jeſus Chriſt. Fob. 
14. 13- And whatſoever ye ſhall ask in my 
name, that will 1 do, that the Father may 
be glorified in the Son. If God and Je- 
ſus Chriſt be hereby glorified, we have 
our end, our all. | 

The ſumm, and ſcope, and perfeRi- 
on of all our Faith, and Hope of 
all our Praying, Preaching, Hearing, 
Reading, Doing, and Suffering, is this, 
I{a. 61. 3. 

In this therefore let us joy and re- 
joyce, in . this let our ſouls acquielce, 


- |and take up, as in our Spiritual center 


7 


and Heavenly reſt ; as in our Cazaan, 
our Heaven, our all, which is dearer 


- \and ſweeter to us than our Reputa- 


S 


tons, Eſtates, Liberties, Lives, yea 


| than our very Souls,than all our ownCon- 


cernments. That Jeſus Chriſt, and 
the Father in him is glorified and 
Exalted by the great things that he 
doth and will do in Heaven, for his 
poor finfyl, and unworthy, RY 
a 


[| 


f 
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| 


154 The Efficacy of, &c. 


and afflicted Servants here on Earth. |. 
Hebbrews 13, 7, 8. Conſidering the 


end of rheir converſation Feſus Chriſt, the 
ſame yeſterday, and to day, and for ever, 
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